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A Study on the Reactions of the French Church of London to the
Protestant Refugees and their Identity, 1680-c.1700
Junko NAkaGawa
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This article aims to shed light on the relationship between exacting moral control and
poor relief which were practiced by the French Church, and their influences upon
immigrants’ sense of community and identity at the close of the 17th century in London.
The subjects of this research are primarily French Protestant refugees (i.e., the Huguenots)
who arrived from France in the 1680s and 1690s.

This article first illuminates how the French Church leaders and the church community
played a role in influencing their members in ways that further sustained their community
and increased its bond. I, especially, analyze the minutes of a meeting joined by the leaders
of the church that deliberated on various community matters and some records of poor
relief. Second, I explore the church’s efforts and policies designed to cultivate community
among newcomers and [ also consider the results. Lastly, this article offers that, for some
immigrants, their identity was based not only upon their belief but also regional or other
interests.

Keywords : Huguenots, the French Church of London, identity, immigrants, refugees, poor
relief, moral control, discipline, early modern England, diaspora
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