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The influences of Zhuangzi on Soseki’s Ten Nights of Dreams
Isamu NISHIMAKI

fal o

In this paper, I will explore the connection between the Chinese Philosopher Zhuangzi and the “Sixth dream” in Natsume Soseki’s
“Ten Nights’ Dreams”. Until now, the ideas concerning the sculpture of “The Sixth night” have only been argued with reference to
European artists. However, this article calls attention to the connection between Soseki’s image of the artist as it relies on the thinking of
Zhuangzi in the Ziqing and Gongchui stories. The story in “The Sixth Night” is composed of Ziging and Gongchui’s episodes from
Zhuangzi, with another original story of Soseki’s creation, in which the artist decides to make a sculpture of his own. It is true that Soseki
looked to Leonardo Da Vinci’s sense of sculpture, but this may have caused a stronger consciousness in relationship to Zhuangzi’s episodes.
Consequently, by confronting western aesthetics, Soseki rediscovers the spirit of Unkei, indicating an ideal image of the East- Asian artist.
Additionally, this allowed for a criticism of the Japanese art world in the Meiji period.
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Natsume Soseki, Ten Nights’ Dreams, Zhuangzi, Unkei, Ziqing
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Larfouilloux, Jaques, Sculpture et philosophies : perspectives philosophiques occidentales sur la sculpture et ses techniques de Socrate a Hegel,
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Paris : Arguments,1999. #0" &+ DY AR OBRREBHEDBVONTL RO ENANH O { QROKRBENY O DU 0{E-24850°
See Clark, kenneth, Léonard de Vinci, Traduction par Eleanor Levieux et Frangoise-Marie Rosset, Paris, Librairie Générale Frangaise, 2005,
p.177.
() LD EEREXWRE
EEEXCVENQREWIRIE [ENANM OQERS—F - 1INvhH—] MEXIE | RPOFXmH4omESD" IR
#u13 Die Dichtungen des Michelangelo Buonarroti, herausgegeben und mit kritischen Apparate versehen von Dr. Carl Frey, 1897. 280~
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Non ha I’ottimo artista alcun concetto

¢’un marmo solo in sé non circonscriva

Col suo superchio, e solo a quello arriva

La man che ubbidisce all’intelletto.
LR Michel-Ange, Poésies / Rime, Traduction de Adelin Charles Fiorato, Texte italien de Enzo Noé Girardi, Les Belles Lettres, 2004.
p92.
Ibid., p. 171. 176.
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