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Explanation of cover picture

Cypselurus agoo agoo (Temminck & Schlegel)

This is one of the drawings executed by Kawahara Keiga in Japan and was
sent from Deshima, Nagasaki by H. Biirger.

Biirger came to Nagasaki in 1825 to serve as an assistant to von Siebold.
Since 1 October 1828 he took over the job given to von Siebold and continued
the study and collection of natural history products in Japan. He asked
Kawahara Keiga to execute pictures of fishes. Keiga was the only one painter
permitted by the government office to visit Deshima and could to draw pictures
for the staff of the Deshima trading post. Biirger examined the specimens and
described a total of 201 species of fishes in his unpublished manuscript.

In the fish volume of Fauna Japonica, numerous Japanese species were
described based upon the specimens collected by von Siebold and/or Biirger, the
manuscript of Biirger, and Keiga's drawings. A total of 237 pictures was
reproduced in the publication, however, the present picture was not included
and had been unknown until Dr. M. Boeseman introduced in his monograph on
the fish volume of Fauna Japonica, which was published in 1947. According to
the list attached to Biirger's first shipment of specimens from Deshima, the
picture was sent out from Deshima in 1830.
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