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Explanation of cover picture
A view of the Aitsu Marine Biological Station

Dr. Junji Oyama (1894-1979) was the first professor of the Department of
Biology at Kumamoto University, where his specialty was the morphology of
salamanders. He believed that a marine biological laboratory was essential to
the Department of Biology, as a center for study and education on marine
animals, and he visited the local government in Amakusa to ask for its
cooperation. His idea was strongly supported by Hatsuki Nishimoto, the
mayor of Imatsu village at that time, and in 1952 the Imatsu village
government kindly donated 3,731 m?2 of land and a building to Kumamoto
University. The Ministry of Education accepted the laboratory as an
institution belonging to Kumamoto University in 1954, and the Aitsu Marine
Biological Station was formally established.

The present station has three buildings, with a total floor area of 1,642 m?2,
and two boats. (The photograph shows two of the buildings and one of the
boats.)
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