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A school nurse’s response to COVID-19 pandemic:

Insight from a case study of a special support school for intellectual disabilities

Nobukazu Imar
(Received October 26, 2023)

Abstract

We have discussed the response of special support school nurse during the COVID-19
pandemic and have come to the following conclusions. First, in Chapter 1, we saw that
teacher Goto worked with colleagues and managers during the school closure period to
prepare for the school’s reopening. Additionally, the results of a survey conducted by teacher
Goto revealed that children were becoming more irritated and more picky during the school
closures. In particular, it was surmised that the special disability characteristics of the
special students, combined with the unusual situation of school closures, amplified their frus-
tration and obsession. Next, in Chapter 2, we saw how, from an expert’s point of view,
teacher Goto carefully deals with fever in schools for special needs students who have dif-
ficulty regulating their body temperature. At the same time, we introduced the disinfection
work that was carried out by all the teachers and staff after the students returned from
school. It has become clear that the fact that each teacher, who is familiar with children’s
disabilities and their lives at school and at home, took the initiative in disinfecting was a
remarkable response by the school during the coronavirus situation. Finally, in Chapter 3,
we took up the questionnaire survey again and compared the responses during the school
closure period and when schools resumed. What we can see from this is that both children
and parents were frustrated during the school closures, but once the school closures were
lifted and the children returned to school, not only did the children become more energetic,
but so did their parents. became. What became clear from this was that the school had
become a community (school community).
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