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Cover photograph

A bronze statue of Philipp Franz B. von Siebold in Wiirzberug, Germany. (Photographed
in August 1997)

According to Kure (1926) Danier Hooibrenk of the Vienna Garden Plants Society
proposed in 1866 to the members of the society to erect a statue of von Siebold to honour
his great contribution in gardening. Hooibrenk's proposal was accepted and a
committee was organized torealize the idea. The city government of Wiirzburg decided
to donate a plot of land. Japanese contributors including Ito Keiske sent 1,000 yen (ca.
100,000 dollars in the present value) to the committee. Christian Roth, a professor of
Vienna Art School, made the statue. On 8 October 1882 a ceremony to celebrate the
erection was held at Wirzburg under the attendance of von Siebold's two sons,
Alexander and Heinrich. The pedestal of the statue is decorated with bronze sculptures
symbolizing von Siebold's academic and botanical contributions. It is interesting that
one of three baby angels (seen center left) carries a collecting case of plant on his back.
An photograph of the angel is shown above.
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