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Market Laws in Nineteenth-Century America :
Market Regulations and “Public Economy” (1)
Hiroki SampEl

EE (Summary)

In the nineteenth century, the American economic system was not characterized by a
laissez-faire market economy. The local and municipal governments regulated the
aggressive free market economy by numerous ordinances that attached great importance to
a “public economy.” They established market laws to monitor public markets that provided
essential food and goods for daily life. The purpose of the regulation was to prevent food
shortages and steep rise in food prices, and to provide inexpensive and sufficient food to
the inhabitants. The early nineteenth-century “market” was not “the place for a free econ-
omy,” but “the place for a public economy” controlled by communities. The public markets
performed the functions of social welfare and social networking. Market laws granted free
licenses of street vending to handicapped people, widows, the poor, and African American
women. These groups could make a living by peddling without a license fee. Market places
were the hubs for culture and entertainment. The public markets in New York, in particular,
were famous for dance competitions that were performed by African American slaves.
Based on the social network created by public markets, these events served to form bonds
between them and strengthen their solidarity.
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In COUNCIL.

Philadelphis, Fuly 8; 1779-

w HEREAS it is reprefented to this Board, that divers Irregu-
larities and Abufes have lately happened in the public Mar-
kets, highly difcouraging agd. injurious to the gwd Peaple of the
Country, and tending to prevent the ufual and neceffary Supplics
for the ufe of this City. ANp WHEREAS it alfo appears, that not-
withftanding the Clerk of the Market, divers C‘oufra Jes, and many
well-difpofed Private Citizens, have attempted to prevent the Abules
above-mentioned, yet the fame were continued on the laft Market-
Day, from which there is great reafon to believe, that many difaf-
fefted and ill-defigning Perfons are endcavouriog to diftrefs the City,
and thercby excite Tumults and Infurre€tions,  Therefore,

Refatved,

That the Juftices, High Sheriff, and Conftables, be di=
rected to attend at the Market, for the Prefervation of the public
Peace, and the prote&tion of fuch Perfons as fhall expofe Commo-
dities to Sale, and that they be dire@ed to arrclt and commit to
Goal all Perfons withont favour or effedtion, who fhall be found
difturbing the Peace and good Order of the Marler, in order that
they may be dealt with according to Law.  And that it be alfo re-
commended to the wellsdifpofed and faithful Citizens, not only to
difcountenance fuch Practices, but to give all Aid and Affiltance to
the Officers of Jultice, in the difcharge of theii-Duty on this Occa-
fion. It being the determined Refolution of this Board, fully and
effeétuslly to proteé and fupport the Inhabitantd 'of the Country, in
their intercourfe with the City. And that this Refolve be immedi-
ately publithed in Hand-Bills, and that the Sheriff caule it to be
Proclaimed through the City on Friday next.

Extraf? from the Minutet,
T. MATLACK, Swretary.

e s sl | A e s Ml ol s | e A e e e A A

PHILADELPHIA: Prined by FRANCIS BAILEY, ia m GBS

. o (Jh

L) Heren Tangires, Public Markets and Civic Culture in Nineteenth-Century
America, Baltimore : The Johns Hopkins University Press, p.6.
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L) Heren Tangires, Public Markets and Civic Culture in Nineteenth-Century
America, Baltimore : The Johns Hopkins University Press, p.21.
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L) Heren Tangires, Public Markets and Civic Culture in Nineteenth-Century
America, Baltimore : The Johns Hopkins University Press, p.60.
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