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Spirituality in Nature
Takao Takanasui - Rika YosHipa

Abstract

Many people accept spirituality in nature, and at the same time understand nature as gentle and
mild. However, it is important to know that it is also furious and awc-inspiring. Yet, to consider
spirituality in nature fully. it is first necessary to examine the relationships between gods and
humans, because historically, nature was regarded as gods and was so treated. This led to the
notion that the relationships between gods and humans can be seen as care. Furthermore, the
connection between interpersonal cthics and enviromental ethics will be investigated; weak
anthropocentrism, a form of which is Japanese view of nature, can be construed as the most
effective approach to environmental ethics. Lastly, current spiritual care in Japan will be
considered in the context of the religious syncretism, which is the most important historic and
religious process in Japan, between Shintoism and Buddhism.
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