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On the Basis of Communicative Abilities of Human Beings:
A Metaphysical Inquiry into the Basis of Communicative Abilities of
Human Beings as Rational Beings

Tsutomu OKABE

EE (Summary)

What is the basis of communicative abilities of human beings as rational beings? To answer
this, we must start from an amazing story of transubstantiation of a biological substantial
type, homo sapiens, into a new non-biological substantial type, person or, Paul Grice said
in a passage, metaphysician. 1 suppose this kind of thing would have happened to all of us
when we should have become rational. I'm not sure when it happened to me, though I think
it certainly happened to me as it had happened to the initial human beings many thousands
years before. Why do we need such a transubstantiation? Grice’s answer is very simple:
rationality demands it. We are bom initially as human beings who are accidentally rational
beings; then we are to become, through radical alteration of rationality, essentially rational
beings. And this radical alteration gives, I say, the basis of communicative abilities of
human beings as rational beings. Human beings alter into new substances, Grice suggests,
for themselves; because no genetic device can produce such a metaphysical transition.
Without such an alteration, you could do many things; but your activities should be
strongly relativized to the natural purposes and natural desires. Those relativized end
pursuers need no radical alteration of rationality. However, if you could be a non-
relativized end pursuer, a pursuer of absolute value and finality, as in fact you are, then
some remarkable thing should have happened to you at some stage of your maturity; and,
according to Grice, it should be the alteration of rationality. Why are we to change our own
beings from accidentally rational beings to essentially rational beings in order to become
pursuers of the non-relativized final good? The answer could be: because, having evolved
towards extending abilities to react flexibly to natural and social demands, finally to those
demands born newly among our small societies, we have had to proceed for ourselves to



104 [ih: 119

the stage in which we should act freely and deliberately, purposefully and rationally,
explicitly or implicitly intending to act well and live well; in which we should pursue,
freely in principle, our final ends or an end of absolute value.
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