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Grasslands had conventionally been an integral part of the rural economy to engage the primary sector,
especially for the livestock farming community. Today, area of devoted grasslands is remarkably diminishing as a
result of shifting economic structure blindly rushing to improve economical efficiency. Meanwhile, a new trend
is also emerging to transvalue grasslands and its scarcity of valuable resource, bringing a movement of
revitalizing such abandoned grasslands. This movement indirectly reflects the social impact of economic changes
led by widespread use of advanced information and communication technologies and a mentally-stressful
modern life.

The main purpose of this study is to examine the factors affecting the recent movement of grassland
transvaluation and its relationships with economic activities by using socioeconomic analysis, and those factors
are listed below.

Primary, there are a large variety of unrecognized economic worthwhile hidden in grasslands as valuable
natural resources and they potentially meet a number of different type of demands from present consumers such
as a good effect of mental healing. Secondary, it began an organizational approach to establish intermediary
entities at the commercial market to rapidly link between new demands (consumers in cities) and supplies
(farmers at depopulated villages in rural areas) . Thirdly, local governments recognized public interests of
grasslands and subsidize aggressively to protect grasslands for maintaining natural environment, providing
capital to grassland related business activities.

In conclusion, this study addresses the importance of participating the activities of grassland transvaluation
movement, that is not only revitalizing variable natural environment and rural economy but also providing the
opportunities for us to realize personal dignity and meaningful life through the grassland transvaluation
activities. In other words, grasslands can be identified as an unique socioeconomic system to regain people's self-
fullfillment, which was once left out of the economic boom but have been transformed to support the modern
social and economic structures.

Key words : Socioeconomic system, Revitalization of grassland, Rural economy, Self-fullfillment.
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