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Preface to Revised Edition

This report which was originally published in March 2002, has received favorable notices.
in a number of scientific journals including The Historical Society of JAPAN Vol.CX1I ,May
2003, The Archaeological Journal No.502,2003, Annual Report of the Japanese
Archaeological Studies and Excavations 54 (Fiscal year 2001 April 2001~March 2002) .

After publication of the report, we were lucky enough to receive further funding from the
Ministry of Education’s Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research and are continuing work at
Nagarabaru-Higashi under a new project. In the autumn of 2002, we asked the project’s
paleoethnobotanist Prof. TAKAMIYA Hiroto to submit three rice samples for AMS dating.
The results were all modern. This was a big shock for all members of the project because we
had previously thought that the remains were from the 6-8th centuries and the oldest rice
from the Ryukyus. These new dates naturally had a significant impact on the conclusions
of the original site report. It was concluded that the rice was introduced into the site
through natural disturbance and that such disturbance is probably common at most
archaeological sites. These new conclusions were the main reason for the publication of a
revised edition of the site report.

However, apart from the discussion of the rice AMS dates, the new edition is the same as
the first publication except for spelling and other obvious mistakes. Most of the other
analyses are not seriously affected by the new rice dates.

On this occasion I would also like to thank the following individuals for their help with
translating the Conclusions and new preface into English, Chinese and Korean.

English translation: Mark Hudson (Adjunct Professor, University of Tsukuba and
Sapporo Gakuin University) .

Chinese translation: LAI YunZhuang (Graduate School of Social and Cultural Sciences of
Kumamoto University)

Korean translation: PARK cheon-su (KyongPook National University)

KIM sung-wook (Graduate School of Kumamoto University)

This report was published with a grant from Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) (2)
for 2003 Project Number 14201043.

KINOSHITA Naoko
March, 2003
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