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Mental Maps on Residential Preference of students in Faculty of Letters, Kumamoto
University

Satoshi Yokoyama

®E

This paper tried to clarify residential preference of students in Faculty of Letters, Kumamoto University, by interpreting mental
maps. Mental maps are frequently used as a tool for analysis of environmental perception or environmental assessment. Spatial
pattern drawn in the mental maps represents commonalities and regionalites of residential preference. As a result of analysis, the
tendency of residential preference varies remarkably by hometown of the respondents or students’ major field of study. The mental
maps, however, also showed the commonalities of residential preference. Urbanized prefectures (Tokyo and Fukuoka) and
prefectures known as popular destination for tourist (Kyoto, Hokkaido and Okinawa) are preferred by most of the respondents.
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