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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF PEASANT MOVEMENT
— In Kumamoto prefecture —

UcHipa Keisuke

The tenant farmers had started dispute activities all of Japan during World War 1 and 1.

I analyzed the relations to ascertain the historical background mainly in Kumamoto prefecture with
1.the process of landowner’ s parastic possession of the land the tenant farmers had developed
2.prefecture administration , organization of the tenant farmers and landowners, Higobeikensya ,
unions etc 3.change of farmer managements and living and consciousness of the tenant farmers.

Following are my conclusion,

1. Improvement of land tax and Matsukata deflationary policy promoted the formation and
establishment of the parastic landowners. At the same time they affected a rise in farm reni.

2. The special features of the landowner' s land possession in Kumamoto prefecture at that time were )
The tenant land’ s percentage of the rice paddy kept rising till 1940 (60.8%) and it was most high level
in Kyushu and @ the parastic landowners had conspicuously continuous increase in Kyushu.

3. Background of parastic landowners continued for a long time has been supported by a prefecture
administration, organization of guiding farmers, landowners, Higobeikensya etc. At the same time the
agriculture production countermeasure and farmer thought education promoted by those organizations
had prevented peasant movements.

4. Development of city strengthened the aspect of rice and sericulture as commercial crop. On the other
hand industrial progress brought the increase in purchased-fertilizer and boosted wage. In addition,
combined with rising of living expense made large changes in farm management and living of farm
farming. Therefore the peasant became more aware of the cost of farm management, and eventually
which made them wake up for high farm rent.

5. The tenant farmers had learned democratic moral (liberty, equality, the right to live etc), unity and
solidarity through the exchange with Social movement (such as labor union and farmer union) and
through the social and school education held by the young people association and through the literary
activities. At last they became conscious of the contradiction of landowner’ s parastic land possession

and came to start dispute activities.





