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Tetsugaku Kogai and Kokaron Kogai:
Mori Ogai’ s Concerns towards the Yellow Peril in the 30" s Meiji Era

Liao Yu-Ching

Mori Ogai' s Tetsugaku Kogai and Kokaron Kogai discuss two serious concepts during the Meiji 30s
(1897-1919): the Racial Philosophy Concept and the Yellow Peril Concept. These two concepts spread
rapidly throughout the western world during the late 19" century and reached the East during the Sino-
Japanese War (1894-1895) where they greatly influenced the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War in
1904. Various views of Mori’ s concepts, especially that of the Yellow Peril, developed within Japanese
society heavily influenced by the Meiji government, while Mori maintained his own independent and
contrary stance. Mori gave two speeches introducing the Yellow Peril concept but always showed an
uncommitted and passive attitude when discussing the unfair censures of the western world. He gave
no counterattacks to accusations made against China and Japan in the West and was therefore regarded
as having an abnormal reaction to the criticism placed before him. The purpose of this paper is to
discuss the different. statements about the Yellow Peril developed during the Meiji 30s in Japanese

society and to explore why Mori neither reacted to those critics nor showed strong criticism of Yellow

Peril in his speeches.





