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Which do young children with autism have preference
to color or shape?

Teppei Kikuchi and Eriko HARADA

(Received December 1, 2009)

The purpose of this study was to examine the unique cognitive feature of young children with autism using
matching task for visual stimuli was able to match in either color or shape. 11 young children with autism (CA
=4t0 6) and 36 typical development young children (CA = 3 to 6) was participated. The participants was asked
for choosing stimulation “same as” sample according to color or shape. The results as follows; 1) The typical
development children tended to choose in shape, especially younger children. 2) The response time is shorter
with age in typical development. 3) The young children with ausitm tended to choose in color. It is suggest that

the young children with autism have preference to color. Therefore, when using a visual cues for children with

autism, it is effective to make the color a key point.
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