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Possibility of Providing Home-based Respite Care for
Children with Home Mechanical Ventilation (HMV) and Their Families

— The Actual Condition of the Home-visit Nursing Care for Children and the Issues
of Prolonged-Stay-Type Home-Visit Nursing Care —

Machiyo Ikuta, Chizuru Nagata, Kuniko Miyazato

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual condition of home-visit nursing
care for children with HMV and, also, to raise the problems about the type of care that
needs a prolonged stay, which is imperative for the implementation of home-based respite care.

Our method was a questionnaire survey by mail.

We sent a questionnaire to the persons responsible for the management of 104 home-visit nursing
stations in A prefecture, and 55 of them answered.

Sixteen stations out of 55 were taking charge of the total of 21 mechanically ventilated children
through home-visit care. Also, thirteen stations out of 55 were giving prolonged-visit services to
the total of 17 people (children and adults both included).

The stations that provide these kinds of home-visit nursing care had the characteristics of having

a larger number of nurses and users, and greater frequency of home-visit care.
In conclusion, we found the following issues to be grappled with in implementing the respite care
for mechanically ventilated children at home: (1) Training the nursing staff in home-visit nursing
stations and the creation of better consultation system, (2) Obtaining the consensus for home-
based respite care between the community, the administration and the visiting nurses, (3) the im-
provement of the operation including management and manpower planning, (4) The reinforcement
of the cooperation between different professions including doctors, nurses and volunteers, (5) the
development of patients' care system including financial support.

Key words . Child, Home-based respite care, Home mechanically ventilation, Family,

Home-visit nursing
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