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Transition of Suxiaoxiao’s Literature Image
— from Six Dynasties poetry to Tang poetry

PenG Lamei

Su was a hetaira of Southern Qi Dynasty in China’s legend. There is no historical document about her
left except a poem litled Qiéantangao’s Swxiao song, which belongs to New Odes from the Jade
Terrace, a poem anthology of Six Dynasties. Many poems mentioned her from the beginning of middle
of Tang Dynasty. Such a situation did not change in Song Dynasty. In Ming-Qing Dynasty, literators
wrote operas and legend novels with her as the heroine. Until now, her tomb is still preserved on the
shore of the West Lake in Hangzhou of China. Why are literators so enamoured of her? What is the
meaning of Suxiaoxiao’s existence in China’s literature history?

This paper will focus on Suxiaoxiao’s image in Qiantangao’s Suxiao song and the transition of her
image in the Tang poem. This paper will reveal the changing relationship between the literators of Tang

Dynasty and prostitutes, the Suxiaoxiao’s literature meaning, and its value in Tang Dynasty.



