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ITSUKI VILLAGE TOURISM ISSUES BASED ON VISITOR
INTERVIEW

Tosiyuki Hasebe

Itsuki village, Kumagun, which is located in south-central Kumamoto prefecture,
is suffering from depopulation and problems by fewer children and aging
population. Forestry, the main industry in the village, is in difficult situation and
most of its part is now in small scale. In addition, vitality of people in the village
is losing due to the issues by new dam construction plan and damage of farm
products by monkeys and deer. However, the village has many natural and cultural
resources with historical value and many visitors are attracted by such resources. In
order to revitalize the village and keep the motivation of life of the people, tourism
will be an important industry from now on. In this study, I interviewed the visitors
(except for tourists by bus) in parking space in MICHINOEKI in Itsuki village to
capture the current situation of the tourism. Then, I investigated their properties and
behavioral patterns. Finally I suggested some policies to improve the situation based

on the surveyed results.
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