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THE "OTAGAISAMA" COMMUNITY: LIVLEY INDIVIDUALS IN A LIVELY VILLAGE

Kiyoko YANAGIDA, Nobuko TERAMOTO. Kanryou SARUWATARI and Daizou HAMADA

What is necessary for people living in Itsuki-village to sustain their own life in the
place where they were born and raised ?

The answer is that the community should balance "self-help," "mutual assistance,"
and "public assistance."

As each member in the community does what s/he is good at, individuals will get
lively, and, then so does the community. This leads to the community where
members can mutually exchange support for each other. That is the status of
"Otagaisama" in Japanese, in which community members would say "I will help
you when you are in trouble, and I will ask you for help when I am in trouble."
We will set the community in "Otagaisama" as a goal for Istuki-village with a
theme, "Each villager plays a major role in building a new community where all

members can say "Otagaisama" to each other."
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