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An examination of the argument that the friendship of Japanese
young people has been getting superficial
Yuji Sucmmoro
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The aim of this study is to examine the argument “the friendship of young people has been
getting superficial”,which has begun to prevail among some famous psychiatrists,social
psychologists and mass media since 1980’s. And the young people who seem to have such
superficial friendship have been nicknamed variously — “a schizoid person (not in a
psychopathological meaning)”, “a man like a capsule” etc. But now, some relatively young
researchers, many of whom mainly specialize in socio-information and communication
studies, criticize this argument, which has been now common, on their surveys, and
maintain that the friendship of young people has been getting not superficial,but selective
— especially by the usage of mobile phones now. I examine these two contrastive.
arguments and conclude that both camps grasp only one side of young people’s
personalities and life-styles. Rather, I maintain what is occurring now is the bipolarization
of them. ‘
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