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Abstract

The present research aims at describing the content of “education” prov1ded by the Child
Guidance Center (CGC), a day-care institute of the governmental Social Welfare Sector (SWS)
in Sri Lanka, and clarifying the background of providing “education”, educational roles played
by and tasks of the SWS from the viewpoint of inclusive education.

The visits to CGC and interviews were conducted in 2006 and 2007, and relevant
documents were also collected. As a result, it was found that CGC, which had begun its
services in 2003, set early intervention as its main objective. Another ﬁndmg was that CGC
has provided services, primarily ADL (Activities of Daily Living) activities, to a certain
number of school-age children with disabilities who have been out of formal education.

It was suggested that (i) concepts of education and social welfare are closely related for
Sri Lankans because of the tradition of the welfare state, which has had the three pillars of
education, social services and health, from the time of independence ; (ii) out=of-school
children with disabilities are invisible to the formal education sector. From the view point of
inclusive education, it was suggested that “education” plays an alternative educational
provision. The future task will be to promote more coordination between the education
sector and the SWS regarding information on school-age out-of-school children with

disabilities.
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