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The development of inclusive education in schools ultimately depends on reforms in teacher education both in
special/special needs education and general education. The purpose of the present research is to describe the
status of teacher education reforms in general education in Sri Lanka with a particular reference to a new subject
in the National Colleges of Education (NCoEs). Three NCoEs and the National Institute of Education (NIE) were
visited and interviews were conducted with the relevant personnel.

The new subject called “Special Education” was introduced in 2002 for the primary education course as one
of the General Studies which constitutes three major areas along with Professional Studies and Subject Studies.
The course guide for lecturers of “Special Education” produced by the NIE was described. In the course guide,
a particular focus was on children with disabilities, such as children with visual/hearing impairments, mental
retardation, learning disabilities, emotional disturbances and multiple disabilities as well as children who are
gifted and talented. It was found that the teaching method of the subject was more competency-based rather than
just stuffing future teachers knowledge about disabilities in the classrooms. Brain storming activities, group
activities, and case studies were introduced along with exploring some learning methods to provide teacher
trainees with the preparation necessary for dealing with children with disabilities in their future classrooms. In
the course guide, children with special educational needs other than disabilities were not referred to.

It seemed that there were some problems to be solved in the future regarding the subject “Special Education”
Firstly, classroom management within inclusive schools should be included in the content since the course guide
refers to the importance of creating the classroom culture which will respond to the various needs of children.
Secondly, lecturers’ motivation should be upgraded to teach this subject as most lecturers were not specialized in
special/special needs education. Thirdly, a revised course guide should be produced by the NIE with the
feedback from lecturers both in special education and general education in the NCoEs.

The future task of the research will be to clarify the present situation of the teaching of “Special Education”
and its outcome in all 12 NCoEs with the primary education course.
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