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Plato’s Conception of Justice
Sakae SHINOzZAKI

Z#E (Summary)

In this essay I discuss Plato’s conception of justice in the Republic. In the first part I
summarize the main idea of Plato’s answer to the question ‘What is justice?’ referring to
N.O. Dahl’s paper. I call the most fundamental principle of Plato’s best polis ‘Principle of
giving priority to the whole’. From this principle there appear two principles of justice. One
is that no class of the polis should be happy on the condition that it makes other classes
unhappy. The other is that each citizen should contribute to the common good for his part.

In the second part I ascertain Plato’s conception of justice by focusing on the passage
where the duty of descending the cave is imposed on philosophers. How to interpret this
passage has been the touchstone of the consistent reading of the Republic. Referring to R.
Kraut’s paper I read that for philosophers justice consists in imitating the most beautiful
order of the world of Ideas.

In the final part I criticize Plato’s conception of governance that politics is the
remaking of people’s souls and social institutions. For my criticism the distinction between
activity and work of Hannah Arendt is quite useful. One implication of my essay is that
there is no necessary connection between the two principles of Platonic justice and his
conception of governance.
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