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Gérin
227 The Gaskells stay in London for three weeks. éfs‘l’;w
455
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At the beginning of April Messrs Sampson Lowe & Co wrote to
ask if I would let them have my next work, & on what
terms? . .. About a week afterwards—before Easter certainly,
they wrote again;—end I must say astonished me by their
offer . . . of one thousand pound for the MS of a 3 vol.
2 George | novel.... Now I am afraid I must own, 1,000 £ does a little | Letters
June Smith | bit tempt me, it is such a great sum; but I do not like publishing | 558
with Messrs Lowe for one thing—and moreover do like
London publishing with you. . . . I have a story partly written. I
doubt if it will reach 3 vols; and I have sometimes felt as if I
should never dare to face the reviews again. But I should like
to work away at it this summer.
Tue. James T. | I have had an offer from an English publisher of 1,000 £ for a | Letters
14 Fields | three vol novel. 560
Here is an American publisher Messrs Ticknor & Field, who
Te. oot | wrote sometime ago wanting me to publish first with them in | Zene"®
Boston, U. S.
8 Gérin
210;
27 June - EG and her daugt stay at Auch im, near Dumbries, Scotland, “for a month” | Letters
31 July (Letters 581). 560,
563,
565
June Wed, Auchen- | George |1 can hardly believe that we were in London two days ago. | Letters
29 caim Smith | Ohl I will so try & write you a good novel. 562-63
Auchen- Harriette [We] have a delicious length of time before us; in whh we mean | Letters
Tul caim to do everything from mending stockings up to writing novels. | 565
Y late Plymouth | ?Ann | I came home last night from Scotland sooner than we expected. | Letters
Grove Scott 565
At last we are at home. . .. I am come home so strong, and so
ignorant, I don’t even know who we are at war with, but I am
August [ 4 P]érmoov';'h C;et:;ge sure (from the income tax) we are at war with somebody; is it ?52:;
with the Americans? . .. Oh do say Miss Evans did not write
it [4dam Bede]. _
Sept. 2 George | Will you please contradict if you can, the statement that Miss | Letters
Smith | Evans is the author of Adam Bede. 575
He [Thackeray] never replied to either of these notes of mine,
nor did he ever write to Mr Bronté. . . . Now as to Miss
S?" Plérmouth C;eoygle Bronté’s novels—I wish it were published—for it struck me as g;;te;.;
ove i being strong & good, & characteristic; but I am afraid of Mr | >/~
Nicholls.
. We did think of trying Whitby for to-morrow after Isabel went;
1.2"; l:‘r:::. but she is too poorly to go, & of course everything gets more & %tztegg
more put off.
Smith & Elder have offered me 1000 £ for a three vol. novel,
Oct including the American rights &c, which I believe they disposed
) 25 of to Mr Field, who I never saw—Not a line of the book is
and Plymouth C.E. [ written yet—I think I have a fecling that it is not worth while | Letters
30 Grove Norton | trying to write, while there are such books as Adam Bede & | 581-82
Scenes from Clerical Life—I set ‘Janet’s Repentance’ above all,
still. . .. Meta, Julia & I are going for a week or ten days to
Whitby tomorrow.
49 Harriet I am quite convinced that it was Miss Evans who is the
Sat. Plymouth Marti- undisputed & entire author of Scenes & A. Bede, & only wish | Letters
29 Grove to contribute my evidence which it seems to me is different from | 583
neau any one else’s.
31]2?43{ EG makes & trip to Whitby with Meta and Julie. Letters
Abbey George We rushed here for ten days on Monday. . .. ‘We’ are Meta, Letters
2 Terrace, Smith & Julia—for whose benefit we are come. ... We shall be here 586-87
| Whitby ' | till the 12*
We came off here rather suddenly in a little interval of leisure,
in order to get a taste of sea air before winter. We left, not
Abbey Maria knowing where we should lodge, or to what address our letters
Nov. 4 Terrace, Marti- | Wereto be forwarded; arriving here on Tuesday mormning, after a | Letters
Whith > neau night passed at York in order to show Meta & Julia, my | 904
Y companions, the Minister &c, and to arrive here early in the
morning with a view to having plenty of time for lodging-
hunting. _We stay here till the 12,
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Abbey . We do nothing but go out. . . . Sleepiness & Hunger are the
Thu. Terrace, m’ characteristics of Whitby. é‘;g‘"
Whitby
Abby Charles | I have been in pretty close communication with Florence Letters
7 Terrace, Bosan- | Nightingale lately. 589
Whitby quet
Abbey . Meta is going to sketch out of a house in the East Terrace to-
T:°' Terrace, m' day, where she fancies she shall have a pretty view—said ;g”’
Nov. Whitby house belonging to a friend of Mrs Rose’s.
Since I heard, from authority, that you were the author of
Scenes from ‘Clerical Life’ & ‘Adam Bede,’ I have read them
again; and I must, once more, tell you how eamnestly fully, and
Abbey George humbly I admire them. [ never read anything so complete, and Letters
10 Terrace, Eli:ﬁ beautiful in fiction, in my whole life before. ... / I wish you 592
Whitby were Mrs Lewes. However that can't be helped, as far as I can
see, and one must not judge others. Once more, thanking you
most gratefully for having written all—Janet's Repentance
most ially of all.
Do you know I can't help liking her [George Eliot}i—because
she wrote those books. YesIdo! I have tried to be moral, &
30 Plymouth | GEOrEE | giike her & dislike her books—but it won't do. . .. yet I [ £64¢"S
think the author must be a noble creature; and I shut my eyes to
1859 the awkward blot in her life.
though I don’t know what importance that would be of in
Harriet | deciding the authorship of Adam Bede, &c. because, as you
7 Plétmo‘::'h Marti- | have several times said, we have every reason for respecting her é’;‘;”"
neau word, & nothing can be clearer than her declaration that she, &
she alone wrote every word, & thought every thought.
I have 3 things begun. . . . 1% in order of time was begun a
story [4 Dark Night's Work]. ... 2™ a story of perhaps 40 (of
my pages) long [“Curious, If True”). Begun & I think good;
intended for C.M.; but delayed because of extreme dislike to
writing for Mr T. & also because I do want to make it as good as
1 can, & so only to write at it in my best moments. ... /3rdly
23 | 4 | Piymouth | GEOrBE | Ty Specksioneer in 3 vols. Published by Smith & Elder (iis | Sas-pg
Dec. to be hoped—) not far on, but very clear in my head, & what I
want to write more than any thing; the only temptation
otherways being that I have the 1/4 of the 1% story already
written. Now, tell me please goodly & truly what you would
like me to do,— go straight ahead with the Specksioneer ( you
are_not tied to the title,—) I fancy?
I will try and send you the tale for the Comnhill Magazine in a
fortnight, & the novel 3 vols, in September next. 1 have
written to tell Mr Dickens I cannot do what he asks. I should
T;; Plérmo‘:,':'h %:’:3: have very much disliked cutting up my one-vol. Story into ?9’6‘”:
pieces: the only temptation was that a quarter was lying by me,
all ready. Or else I had made a resolution never to write for
All the Year Round for several reasons.
I should like to be going tomorrow, and out of this misty foggy
Manchester, which give me a perpetual headache very hard to
bear. ... [ think an unmarried life may be to the full as happy,
Plymouth C.E in process .of time but I think there is a time of trial to be gone Letters
Jan. 19 Grove No' n‘:;n through with women, who naturally yearn after children. . . . 597.98
Meta had rather over-worked herself in this depressing
Manchester climate, which suits neither her nor me. . .. and
on Febry [sic] 3" when Flossy & Julia will have gone back to
school, Mr Gaskell, Marianne, Meta, & I, go to Oxford.
1860 3 Feb. - Mr. Gaskell, Marianne, Meta, and EG stay at Oxford. From Oxford EG goes to London I;;:lers
6 Mar;:h (“I have taken Meta up to London this March to have her tonsils cut out” (Letters 646)), U l:)w
where she makes h for The Speck: 4888
Mari- I have written to Mrs Lyall (of Winchester) to say I will go there Letters
Feb. | late amne | "% Tuesday week March 7* till Friday—they Meta & Louy are 600-01
to join me from Canterbury.
4 Upper 1 wish Mr Trollope would go on writing Framley Parsonage for
1 Belgrave | George | ever [This novel was serialised in the first issues of the Cornhill | Letters
St., Smith | Magazine in 1860] 602
London
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[ EG stays at Whinchester, which provides temporary peace for Philip Hepbumn. -
Mar. Oh! please ask the Tutor not to trouble himself or his friends
The about the press-gang affair. The Annual Register has been
Fri Close, Mari- | carefully looked over months ago, & it is of no use going over | Letters
Winches- anne the ground again—and so many people are now at work for me, | 603
ter in Yorkshire, that I am sure to have my information sooner or
later, without troubling any one further.
Mon 6 Cam- Mari- . . Letters
2 bridge anne I shall come home on Thursday, if all goes on well with Meta. 606
Square
Meta came back to us, much better for the delicious northern
bracing air, just in time for we 4, (Mr Gaskell, Marianne, Meta
& 1) to go to Oxford on Friday Feby3.... We are now all at
5 Pymouth | C-% | home. . .. during their [her daughters’) sbsence & the wetiers
April comparative quiet of the house I mean to write very hard at my -
story; which ought to be done by Septr but owing to my illness,
& subsequent weakness it won’t I fear,
8 EG starts writing the novel. ’9';:)‘"‘
It is hard work writing a novel all moming, spudding up
Sun Mari- dandelions all afternoon, & writing again at night.. . . . I see | Letters
anne nobody, my empl being as afi id. Iam getting on | 614-15
49 with my book; 117 pages done of 570 at least
Mari- And my book is really killing me,—i.c. I can’t sleep at nights for Letters
1860 | M Wed anne thinking of my story. . . . My book is getting on famously,— 910
2y 1/4 done of the whole; & only begun 8" of April.
Mr. Gaskell is sent down to the Portico to take out the two volumes of William Uglow
21 Scoresby’s Northern Whale Fishery, EG keeps them for three days, ransacking them 490
uickly for the whaling anecdotes of Daniel and Charley.
| Mari- | Oh! Iam so tired of my story. I dream about it. Letters
ate |
anne 616
June 6 EG nearly finishes the first volume. 16‘;']‘""
Gérin
On 6 June, EG goes to London to see Marianne in sickbed; a week or two later, when she | 217;
6 June - recovers, they join Hearn [their servant], Florence, and Julia, and set off for Heidelberg; | Letters
mid-August Marianne continues abroad for an extra month in the charge of Hearn, but the rest of the | 631;
family return home in mid-August. Uglow
491
1 got on splendidly too with my new book, that-is-to-be—; I had
Plymouth C.E nearly ﬁnishedmthe first vol; and was full of it all when one Letters
27 Grove Nt; no.n momg [sic}—6" of June, I had a letter from Marinanne, written 631
A in pencil & in bed from-London, saying she was very ill,—
v supposed to be going to be small-pox.
1 am sorry to say my book does not get on at all, with the best
29 Pz‘:‘:’:m W‘i’{l.i:.ns wishes on my part to go on writing. First one domestic ;‘7’;2"
occupation or event claims my attention then another.
So I seem to have read and written nothing, ever since we came
Dec. | 10 Plymouth | - C-E. | back from Heidelbers. | must wrte though, and finish my book, Letters
ebout one guarter done.
Letters
Feb;‘u::z'hand EG visits Winchester and London; time flows away like sand (Uglow 495). ;ﬁ:
917
12 The American Civil War breaks out (12 April 1861 - 1 June 1865)
50 About the early middle of July we all (except Mr Gaskell, who
will take his holiday party in London in June, partly in Scotland
1861 Tue, Plymouth NC' E. in August—) go to our dear old Silverdale on the borders of é’::m'
" 16 Grove orton | \orecambe Bay, to run wild there for the sake of Julia's health
Apri for six weeks.
I am going to finish my book, 3 vols, very soon; though after . in
» Edward | seeing what Miss Evans (George Eliot) does I feel as if nothing ?J glow
Hale of mine would be worth reading ever-more and that takes the 497
ith out of one.
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Oh how I shall envy Mr Gaskell if he does reach you. I feel so
sure you will like each other. He is very shy, but very memry
when he is well, delights in puns & punning, is very fond of
W.W childn:.:nh, pl‘t:yintgh with them all the day ‘Iiong, s::k cann;lng or them
° " | so much when they are grown up, used to ian pretty
June | S "‘G"ﬁ"v‘;"‘ E::Tliyn well, but says he can't now, & oot high, grey hair & whiskers & | Lerer*
Sto otherwise very like Marianne in looks. You’ll think him still
™Y | till his shyness wears off, as I am sure it will directly with you.
Meta Florence Julia & I are all going to Silverdale, near
50 Lancaster to live a very quiet life in the country while he is
away.
Gérin
10 July [7] - Meta, Florence, Julia, and EG spend six weeks in Silverdale, and then pay a short visit to | 219;
27 August Scotland. Uglow
498
1 shall try and finish my book; it is above half-way done, & will | Letters
Tue. Plymouth C.E. 1 think be called ‘Philip’s Idol.’ 667,
1861 | Aug. | g Grove | Norton White-
hill 94
Lady [This] winter all our ‘charity must begin at home’; for I am
N 18 Plymouth Kay- afraid it is likely to be a very sad one in South Lancashire. Letters
ov- Grove | Shuttle- 669
worth
Thank you extremely for you information about Capt. Hill. . . .
1 wonder whether you will think it is on the principle of ‘better
9 Plymouth | George | late than never’, if I tell you that I am geni{lg on pretty quickly | Letters
Grove Smith | with my novel, that two volumes are finished, and that you | 670
should have the third also at any time you liked to fix, provided
Dec. it was not so soon as to hurry it into incompleteness.
EG mentions her dread for the American Civil War, begun April 1861, in her 14 Uglow
14 December letter to Edward Hale, her American friend; her new novel is “full of the 496
distant thunder of guns in the French wars” (Uglow 498).
Thu. Mari- | I want a little impetus to set me off well with my writing. Letters
26 anne 671
In the first place, have you read my two vols of my new novel?
If you have I am afraid you do not like them because you say
nothing about them. If you have should like to send you a
sketch of the third vol: to make you see how everythmg in the
first two ‘works up’ to the events and crisis in that. .
51 Smith who has had it (the MSS. of the first two vols) for a
month has never said a word about it; which has made me fear
W. S, he do§ not Iike.it; and though.l }io not imngin.e him to be any
Williams great )udge of it from an artistic point of view, yet as our
Plymouth | or John bargain was made beforehand I should be so sorry if he felt Letters
1 é:we Forster himself bound to take it whether he liked it or no. I cannot 674-76
[Wright help liking it myself, but that may be because firstly I have taken
176-77] great pains with it, and secondly I know the end; and I cannot
1862 Feb. help thinking that if you have read it, and don’t like it at present,
you will when it is finished and you see how all works up to the
crisis. ... Ibegan a series of articles for ‘All the Year Round,”
while I was waiting for someone to like my novel. ... IfIsent
it to ‘All the Year Round['] they would publish it in bits, 1
know; and I think their publishers, Chapman & Hall, would take
it afterwards; but I should not like to publish anything with any
other publisher than Mr Smith, till my novel was completed.
1 am truly obliged to you for your frank kind note, a note which
I know gave you both more pain and more trouble to write than
6 Plymouth | W.S. | if your verdict had been more favourable. I am indifferent | Letrers
Grove | Williams | about the title, as I have another in reserve ‘Philip’s Idol'— | 920
which would perhaps answer the purpose better if the book is
ever completed. . . .
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book, and only yielded to Mr Smith’s request that the printing
might be db 1 believed it to be ient to
him, and also because he stated that this beginning to print need

Mr Gaskell says if you will come and pay him a visit of a week
he will undertake to teach you how to pronounce ‘Specksioneer®
before the end of that time. / What do you think of ‘Philip’s
Idol’;—then again you may say people will call it ‘Philip’s
idle,'—/ I don’t think 1 care about the title much. ‘Philip’s
darling’ does not quite express the same thing as idol—but
pethaps sounds better. Only I would rather have it ‘idol’ if
18 Piymouth | GSOfB | you don't mind. _*Monkshaven” might do, might it not? very Loters
March stupid though—*Sylvia’s Lovers,'—but then there is a ‘Nanett
& her lovers,’ is there not? and published by you, too. About
the length of the vols: I suspect the third will be longer than
cither; and [ shall be very glad to move a little of the second into
the first, so as to leave myself scope for adding to the second
volume if necessary. / [W]ould you mind sending proofs—
for the postage of which I will pay;—to Frau von Schmidt. . . .
28 Plymouth | George | I don’t think you a bit ‘greedy’ about Mme de Sévigné. Letters
Grove Smith 679
April Knowing that Marianne is on the verge of converting to Roman Catholic, EG is taken ill. ;‘1“”
Fri Godfrey | [A]ll moming long we have been cutting shirts out of your Letters
18. Lushing- | calico;,—to give work to some of them who are so craving for it. 681
ton
In compliance with a request from Messrs Ticknor and Fields, [
Cowley beg to state that they are publishers authorized by me to publish Letters
May 10 House, | unknown | an American edition of my novel entitled ‘Sylvia’s Lovers’; they 688
Oxford having made an 8 with my publishers in London,
Messrs. Smith Elder & Co, for that purpose.
17 May - With Meta and Isabel Thompson, EG goes to Paris to collect material for the Memoir of
2 June Madam de Sévigné (Uglow 499). Gérin
3 J“;':]‘ late EG comes back to London on 3 June and stay there until late July. 225;
) A—
Cather- | Paris altogether was abominable. . .. Ih laid a good gggf;;.
Jul 23 Plymouth ine foundation for future work at Mme de Sévigné 925
Y Grove | Wink-
st worth
I am sorry to say that my engagements are such that I do not like
to promise that the MSS [of the third volume] shall be
completed before the end of January; by which time, if all goes
20 Plymouth W.S. | on as well as I now hope, the completed MSS shall be sent to | Letters
Grove | Williams | you; if not sooner. I sent to you the corrected proofs of the end | 691
of the 2™ volume by yesterday’s post; and by today’s I will send
you the few lines which I wish to have inserted instead of those
at present printed on page 63, vol 1%,
August T send you the reviso—] am afraid ther arc stll many
corrections to make. I also send you another chapter to add to
2 Plymouth | W.S. | the 2 volume please; I think the printer is quite right in | Letters
Grove | Williams | wanting some more to add to it. Shall I send the MSS to you | 929-30
in chapters which can be printed off straight away? That
might expedite matters—and I will write it as fast as I can.
28 EG sends Dickens most of the manuscript of “A Dark Night's Work.” ‘51032‘“"’
Gérin
226-
27;
“Elizabeth set up ‘Sewing-schools’ to provide part-time work and corresponded eagerly | Letters
autumn with Florence Nightingale, hoping that some of the laid-off mill-women might train as | 691-
nurses”(Uglow 502). 92,
930;
Uglow
503
I can only repeat what I have said before; that you shall have the
conclusion of my story as soon as I can finish it. But from
local causes my time is so much occupied that I am unwilling to
. have any specified time. . . .  Still I should like to remind you
Sept. 4 Plénn':v‘;m an?i“l‘zl::er that / never named any positive time for the completion of the é‘;‘l'f;;

not hurry me.
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EG goes to Eastbourne, Sussex, where she can have the rest and “the quiet time for
writing” (Letters 697).

Letters
693,
697

Sept.

1 should be glad for it not to be published before February. . . .
But now they [ the editors of All the Year Round) write to
say it is most desirable for them to have the end of my story
[“A Dark Night’s Work™] by the end of this month,which makes

East- George

bourne Smith | © much obliged to you if you could soon tell me how many

of my pages would be required for the 3® vol. ... I wish
North & South would make friends, & let us have cotton, &
then our poor people would get work [reference to the Cotton
Famine in Lancashire as a result of the American Civil War),

and then you should have as many novels as you like to take.

me very anxious first to finish ‘Sylvia’s Lovers’. I should be,

Letters
697-98

Dec.

Last autumn & winter [1862-63] was such hard work—we were often off at nine, — not

to come home till 7, or 1/2 past, too worn out to eat or do anything but go to bed.

Letters
707

EG reaches the final chapters (Uglow 503).

Gérin
227

52

[S]ea air, and play with the baby, and rides in a lemon coloured
cha’iot will, I hope, overbalance the fatigue of writing 10 pages
a day of the tiresome book that is really “a story without an end”
(Meta Gaskell’s letter to Effic Wedg d on 19 D b
1861).

qtd. in
Uglow
EG
503

31

receipts for “entire copyright” of Sylvia's Lovers : £ 1,000

Letters
967

1863

Jan.

ly

EG sends the final volume to George Smith (Uglow 504).

Gérin
227

Plymouth

Grove I unknown | 1 am so much occupied with Sewing Schools etc.

Letters
930

Feb.

20

Sylvia's Lovers is published by Smith and Elder, in three volumes (Uglow 529).

Sharps
373

There is only one thing I should like to alter . . . I had made a

unknoWn | 1ictake in old Deniels trial.

Letters
700

July

PI t| CE Last autumn & winter [1862-63] was such hard work—we were
GYI:)OU No. no'n often off at nine,—not to come home till 7,o0r 1/2 past, too womn
ve out to eat or do anything but go to bed.

Letters
707

53

Thank you very much for your corrections, which will be really
useful to me in a fresh edition of Sylvia’s lovers which is to
appear very soon [Illustrated by Du Maurier]. At least I hope
they will be in time as I shall forward them to the publisher by
the same post as that which takes this letter. You are quite
right in supposing that Whitby was the place I meant by
Monkshaven; but I was only there once for a fortnight, about
four years ago, in such cloudy November weather that I might
very easily be ignorant of the points of the compass if I did not
look at a map; andlamaﬁ'aldﬂmldldnotmmyawuracyby
so doing. I did not intend H bank for any parti

place, or if I had some faint reoollecuon of a farm house like it,
it must have been a place near Sunderland where I once stayed
for a couple of nights. I had forgotten that there was such a
town as Kirby Moorside until you named it. I am afraid that
several of the mistakes you are so kind as to point out appear
very careless; but I lead a busy life in many ways, and I have
sometimes to put aside my MSS for weeks and even months; at
others, just when I have begun to write some interruption
comes, and I hastily finish off a sentence before leaving off

writing,

Plymouth | James
Grove Dixon

Letters
717-18

mid

A second edition with four illustrations by Du Maurier is published.

Ward
xii

1864

Dec.

54

Monsieur Mohl’s neices [sic]—who translated Sylvia’s Lovers,

Plymouth | George . : by Mad
Glove Smith Xill Wives & Di after Mohl has read

Letters
740

1865

55

Messrs. Hachette brings out at Paris a French translation by M. E. D. Forgues under the

title “Les Amoureux de Sylvia.”

Ward
xiv
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A3, “Table 2: Topics and Materials” T% %,

Table 2: Topics and Materials

Lo Chapters
Topxsc‘: in the Concern- Informants and Used Materials Time Place Sources
g4 ed
a history of . g;;:nll 7():1“‘?' and Dr. George Ycl»m:lg's 'gm Hlmg’l::’ of Whitbi‘/ Nov
e lent to EG [Easson is doul of her use o , Whitb; Chadwick 254
Monkshaven thisbook (167)] 1859 Y
Mrs. Huntrods [In the early years of the 19® century, the
daughters of the Roses, whose house EG had Iodged in,
bered their dmother Mrs. Sharps 375
closeted day after day with Mrs. Gaskell at 1 Abbey Nov
Terrace) 185 | Whitby
John Corney, a Whitby informant, and Dr. Young's Chadwick 253;
History of Whitby he lent to EG G. D. Sanders
116; Uglow 483-
84; Ward xxiv
General Pemmet Thompson, MP for Hull, who also Chadwick 254;
pressions in the novel (Hopkins 270- |  Feb. - G. D. Sanders
m) April 118; Sharps 375;
1860 ‘Ward xxvi
5 Sir Charels Napier, a commander of the Channel Fleet (Uglow G. D. Sanders
the practices 48%) 118; Sharps 375;
of the press- Ward xxvi
gang, and the | 3 and 23 TGy T ‘Atiinson’s letier describing the
attack on the attack on the press-gang’s headquarters, and a copy from Chadwick 253-
rendezvous “Calendar of Felons and Malefactors to be tried at the 54; Easson 169;
Assizes holden at York on the 18" of March, 1793" Nov. Whitby Hopkins 270; G.
1859 D. Sanders 116;
Ward  xxiv-xxvi;
Wright 176
the
Mo | pontsh | Uglow 488
London
The Annual Register for 1793 (“On 28 January 1860 the
William [Gaskell] borrowed the Annual Register for 1793 28 Portico
form the Portico Library” (Uglow 485) ) January | Library, | Uglow 485
1860 Manches
-ter
some The Annual Register Dm[.;]859
political facts 9 (Letters Easson 167-68
of the 1790’s 603)
The Reverend William Scoseby (1789-1857), a vicar of Easson 167-68;
Bradford, and his An Account of the Arctic Regions with a Gérin ~ 210-11;
the arctic Description of the Northern Whale-Fishery (1820) Letters 872;
adventures of Sharps  387-90;
Charley and | 2 Whitfield 164
Daniel the
ey | Portico | Uglow 400

Library
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the St Jean The Arnual Register ug;c']
dArce 38 (Lm[,?’ Sharps 384-85
episode
603)

Crabbe’s “Ruth” Uglow 483, 507;
the lost Ward xxi;
sailor’s 2-45 Wright 176; I
return B 383-84

folklore Easson 166

ENBESEBLTWS X 51 (“Whitby was the place I meant by
Monkshaven” (Letters T17)), #p&& D $% £ Monkshaven i3 North Yorkshire Dt
K., Jb¥gCE L HR3EDOHT Whitby TH 5, Mrs. Gaskell 23/ RO FEL B D
13, 1859411 A Whitby iIZ A3 B RITE o 7D hs, Fh & bHE - e Dds, B
7o 51X, the press-gang 25| ZRZ LicEBIZ A ->THE D, The/hgic
THELDOBMMKTIERALZ LD, #isdiX, Whitby TH\ 7% the
press-gang DFRICERAE 2, PRI THDITHERLINEL - Ltk B,
BEFFRDE L BB DN B Y & 5T % (Chadwick 351) 25,7 ZDZ seD
WAL hIcKE, Mrs. Gaskell DR B HIE2 Shlgh ot vwdh s (.
D. Sanders 116), Z DREIZXEDORETH 5.

George Crabbe (1754-1832) ® “Ruth” (in Tales of the Hall (1819)) i, [Rich-
ard LW 5 FEDFH, HBHEETHD A -7tk A Hannah 356, BHHOR
Ruth DEhis—4 %M E3hs] EVWOSREDWBTITILDEBFTHS, F0O
I, KA BT B IC the sailor boy Thomas &\~ 5 28 A % the press-gang iIZ &3>
hicRuth DR LA L, (DD EIXF L) #5OFHEE Hannah 238 < #.4
BEEATVZ, Lrl, ORBOBERY ARDLALDIZ, FVZAINEDL
EZRLIHLTHD (158-62), @D, RuthiTiz8Fa\ 4 h, £FDFDIF
RERUTHEEZ (249-52). @AWY b3k 5 7T the religious teacher D3R
BERFTARILDOD (327-28), BHRUALVWRBCEEW RS Z L2 T
ET. @H%H Ruth ZFFHRL THICEE2RT 5 (456-5T), £ LT, flX
H %, ® Thomas iX¥3E L (237), Ruth®FTICR > TI 7L\, T & 5 7 fthk
BHLESSBIC, Ruth” 2 OIEERENEGEDEELZFToh, 2IRIXE
fMTH 3,

FhIITRE, FENBEIMCER % L (Chadwick 262, Gérin 211-12),
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5 DAN4DH % (“so many people are now at work for me, in
Yorkshire” (Letters 603)), BESRRIERE X% .04 T (Pollard vi; Letters xx;
Ward xii, xxvi, xxxvii; Wright 176) Z D{EFx B o= &%, “Table 2” 3R
LT3 Z EiR#E o,

B. REEHRR

FITIBT I “Table 1: Writing Process of Sylvia’s Lovers” %z, ERED
ETAARETIEROR M LTHERLILL DR, kD “Table 3:
Progress of Sylvia’s Lovers Writing” T® %,

Table 3: Progress of Sylvia's Lovers Writing

Year | Month | Da e Place | Addressee Contents of Her Letters Source
2 London George | I have a story partly written, 1 doubt if it will reach 3 vols. | Letters
5 48 Smith | But I should like to work away at it this summer. 558
e "Wed Auchen- | George | O! I will so try & write you & good novel. Letters
29 caim Smith 563-63
25 Not a line of the book is written yet. . .. Meta, Julia & I are
Plymouth C.E. . Letters
Oct. nsn(;l Grove Norton | £°I08 for a week or ten days to Whitby tomorrow. 581-82
3rdly The Specksioneer in 3 vols. Published by Smith & Elder
1859 23 Plymouth | Geor8e | (it s to be hoped—) not far on, but very clear in my head, & Letere
what | want to write more than any thing. -
Oh! please ask the Tutor not to trouble himself or his friends
Dec. The about the press-gang affair. The Annual Register has been
Fri Close, Mari- | carefully looked over months ago, & it is of no use going over | Letters
n Winches- anne the ground again—and so many people are now at work for me, | 603
ter in Yorkshire, that I am sure to have my information sooner or
later, without troubling any one further.
49 I'mean to write very hard at my story; which ought to be done
Plymouth C.E. N . | Letters
5 by Septr but owing to my iliness, & subsequent weakness it
April Grove Norton won't I fear. 607-11
8 EG siarts writing the npvel. - wetters
s Mari- 117 pages done of 570 at least Letters
M un anne 614-15
1860 | V¥ wed Mari- | 1/4 done of the whole; & only begun 8 of April. Letters
_ ) anne . - 910
e | 6 EG nearly finishes the first vohume, o 7 | Letters
A 27 T"Irymouth C.E. I had nearly finished the first vol; and was full of it all when one | Letters
ug. Grove | Norton | mormng [sic}—6" of June. 631
Dec. 10 Plymouth | C.E. | aboutone quarter done Letters
. Grove Norton 639-40
50 I shall try and finish my book; it is above half-way done, & will | Letters
A Tue. Plymouth C.E. 1 think be called ‘Philip’s Idol’. 667;
g 28 Grove Norton White-
1861 hill 94
Dec. 9 Plymouth | George | Two volumes will be finished soon. Letters
Grove Smith -1 670
I am indifferent about the title, as I have another in reserve
Feb. 6 PIGyrr:outh W“‘Ilfi:n;is ‘Philip’s Idol'—which would perhaps answer the purpose better é;g”"
ve ! if the book is ever completed.
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‘Sylvia’s Lovers,’—but then there is a ‘Nanett & her lovers’, is
Merch | 18 PIGYTO?“I GS:;'; there not? And published by you, too. . .. I suspect the third 16';‘8'2"
© will be longer than either.
May 10 51 Oxford Kknown | & American edition of my novel entitled ‘Sylvia’s Lovers’ é,;lalers
I sent to you the corrected proofs of the end of the 2™ volume
20 Plymouth W.S. by yesterday’s post; and by today’s I will send you the few lines | Letters
1862 Grove | Williams | which I wish to have inserted instead of those at present printed | 691
August on page 63, vol 1%
I send you the revise—I am afraid there are still many
22 P'ém‘:,"th w‘i‘llfi:ﬁns corrections to make. I also send you another chapter to add fo 19‘;'9'23'3
rove the 2™ volume please.
I should be glad for it not to be published before February. . . .
Sept. | late bEnst- (;::3: I should be so much obliged to you if you could soon teill me é;f;f;‘;
oume how many of my pages would be required for the 3" vol.
e EG reaches the final chapters (Uglow 503). Gérin
Dec.
31 | 32 | receipts for “entire copyright” of Sylvia’s Lovers : £ 1,000 peters
ear- Gérin
Jan. Iy EQG sends the final volume to George Smith (Uglow 504). 227
1863 y -
Feb. 20 Sylvia's Lovers is published by Smith and Elder, in three volumes (Uglow 529). ?l;;rps

ZhiIZEBE, 1860FE4 A B HICREXRBL, —» AP 6 A 6 BEIZIE
F—EBLBERZ, Thhb—ELHDI86IEI2A 9 AEHICIIE =5 F TH A,
FIe—FE—, AHRDISIE 1 ARAICIIE=4%22T L, BHELLZ 190

%,
Table 4: Relation between Volumes and Titles
Chapter grouping is based on Easson (169); “page (total),” the World's Classics edition.
Vol. | Ch. (lt::il:) w{t::ln g ::;zd] Main Events Titles Considered
8 April 1860~ | ® history of Monkshaven; the press-gang’s attack;
1 1-14 1-175 6 Jpl'l 1860 Sylvia’s admiration for Charley, the hero of | The Specksioneer
- 175) (z“m“gms) Monkshaven; Philip’s recognition of Sylvia's love | (23 Dec. 1859)
for Charley
mid-June 1860 - | Sylvia’s engagement to Charley; his impressment; .
2 15-29 lzls;i‘)w early Dec. 1861 | the attack on the rendezvous; Daniel’s execution; (zghx'p ’{:‘6’/1)
(18 months) | the marriage of Sylvia and Philip ue-
the birth of Bella; Charley's return; Bell’s death; Philip’s Idol
341-503 mid-Dec. 1861 - | the rescue at St. Jean d’Arce; Philip’s stay at St. | (6 Feb. 1862);
3 | 3045 (183) early Jan. 1863 | Sepulchre; the reunion of Sylvia and Philip in his | Sylvia's Lovers
(14 months) death bed (18 Mar. 1862;
10 May 1862)

“Table 3" 2, HFHEDORERTHRICEB L, FEBOETEELETONAL
ZHE L, R, ZFEORERPC/EENEL TORIEROELMMLA L
DH, “Table 4: Relation between Volumes and Titles” TH 5, ZhicESu-
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T UTFTOZERZOWTEL TR,

1. Mrs. GaskelliZZBE— & DRI 2 » A, H-X 218, A, E=%w145 B
PhoTHEH, FEORIWCKER VO, FTEMBICZO X 5
LOERD B DIRFICEEAT S DM,

2. WEBOEMTCIHE LT, BEORMHE LTV LKL, EDX 5k
BIRMRD B D,

7. B 1 OMEREOWT,

B—EE =, ATHEFC LTowTid, Ay AiCbi 2 EAEIRE (1859
FUIA»DLIBEOFEI A FT) KEE - BN —KRIIZLIE LoD TH 5B,
EELXLNS, MR, o8 LE=80BELKNBCEBI-BHTHS, £
hERDH DI, “Table 1" »HEEDFEREE X ONHBERDOA L HH LT
{ERR LD % “Table 5: Interruptions” TH 5,

Table 5: Interruptions

Year | Month | Day | Age | Place [ Addressee | Contents of Her Letters | Source
|_April 8 EG starts writing the novel.
June | 6 EG nearly finighes the first volums,
6 June -

On 6 June, EG goes to London and Heidelberg.

mid-Ay; 49
1860 I am sorry to say my book does not get on at all, with the best
Aug. 29 Pl(yhmo:l:th W‘illll.iasr;xs wishes on my part to go on writing. First one domestic é‘;’;‘"
_ occupation or event claims my attention then another.
Plymouth C.E. So I seem to have read and written nothing, ever since we came | Letters
Dec. 10 Grove Norton | back from Heidelberg. 639-40
February and EG visits Winchester and London (Uglow 495).
12 The American Civil War breaks out (12 April 1861 - 1 June 1865)
50 I am going to finish my book, 3 vols, very soon; though after . in
April 2 Edward | seeing what Miss Evans (George Eliot) does I fee! as if nothing ?J E' -
Hale of mine would be worth reading ever-more and that takes the 4970
1861 pith out of one.
10 July [7] - . . .
27 August Meta, Florence, Julia, and EG spend six weeks in Silverdale, and then pay a short visit to Scotland.
Lady [This} winter all our ‘charity must begin at home’; for I am
N 18 Plymouth Kay- afraid it is likely to be a very sad one in South Lancashire. Letters
ov: Grove | Shuttle- 669
worth
i 9 1 Plymouth | George "Two volumes will be Hnistied soom, ' T TE Letters
Grove Smith 670
Dec. 14 EG mentions her dread for the American Civil War.
Thu. Mari- | I wanta little impetus to set me off well with my writing. Letters

26 anne 671
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Feb. 1
1
Knowing that Marianne is on the verge of converting to Roman Catholic, EG is taken ill.
. . Godfrey | [A]ll moming long we have been cutting shirts out of your
April | Fri. Lushing- | calico,—to give work to some of them who are so craving for it. Letters
18 ton 681
'; ey - EG goes to Paris to collect material for the Memoir of Medam de Sévigné (Uglow 499).
3 June - EG comes back to London on 3 June and stay there until late July.
late July s1
1 am sorry to say that my engagements are such that I do not like
20 Plymouth WS |'to promise that the MSS [of the third volume] shall be wetters
August rov completed before the end of January
28 EG sends Dickens most of the manuscript of “A Dark Night's Work."
1862 “Elizabeth set up ‘Sewing-schools’ to provide part-time work and corresponded eagerly with
autumn Florence Nightingele, hoping that some of the laid-off mill-women might train as nurses” (Uglow

502).
s 4 Plymouth | Smith | But from local causes my time is so much occupied that I am | Letters
<Pt Grove | and Elder | unwilling to have any specified time. 691-92

25 o late EG goes to Eastbourne, Sussex, where she can have the rest and “the quiet time for writing”

Q

O::tobe.r [ql]o (Letters 697).
But now they [the editors of All the Year Round) write to
Sept. | late bEm.e (;e;:'gle say it is most desirable for them to have the end of my story é.;r;-e;;
ourn [*A Dark Night's Work™] by the end of this month.
auwt\;:;rlo the terrible cotton famine: from autumn 1862 to early spring 1863
Dec. ef;' 52 | EG reaches the final chapters (Uglow 503). gzé;m
B EG sefids the final voliim toGeorge Smith (Uglow 804); © ~.% ") - o L ;’2‘;'“

Jan,

) Plymouth I | L . Letters

1863 7 Grove unknown | I am so much occupied with Sewing Schools etc. 930

Feb. | 20 Syivia's Lovers is published by Smith and Elder, in three volumes (Uglow 529). ?;;"’s

ZDRIC LB E, BE—EKT (18604 6 A »HHE KT (18614E128
B) FTO—E¥DEIZ, @ London & Heidelberg ~D %47 (18604£E). @
Winchester & London ~®D 1T (18614E#), @ George Eliot DIEBEIC X 5 H
fE8% (18614 4 A), @ Silverdale & Scotland ~D 4T (186147 A~ 8
), MEERRL T3, ¥io, FTERTHOHE=%KT (1863 1 AR
FTO—FE= y FOMIZiX, O Charles Dickens X DB ik All the Year
Round B D /N8 (A Dark Night's Work (the World’s Classics edition ¢166
BH)) CFxHe (18624 2 A). @4 Marianne #' Roman Catholic CFE L%
5L DL RITIKICRE (18624 4 A). @ Madame de Sévigné DIEITHE
DI D Fc I Paris ~[A A\, JFEH London IC##AE L (186245 A~ 7T
B), @ The American Civil War D S TH# A LB RELL
Manchester D% @& 7c b DI DI EBMHIEBICES T 5 (18629FEFK - &), 7o &
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DHEBRE LTS, DFh, RRIEEKTYRE LA, RCITROTEICEY
HEe, BRCRRCRL, RRIIRFOBMCEL, RICIHBCE LT A%
FRRABCTHE -, FLRFCRFETLUCHOERELEE 0 S, Mrs. Gaskell 1
CDONREBEED TS RTH 5,
HoELESEORERBEOERTIZ, MADRLLORE LTORE, K
MiDEL L TORE LI LigH D, BECHHE EORATHR L LT
T L DERDS,

R, %2 OMBERKEOWT,

Charley, Philip, Sylvia =A% O L TREODHBYENTH L, [H—
#1%, the press-gang [Z3EH L THAHE L« Charley i Sylvia B3 TW <8
Bai#ix, #2382, Charley 23783 L 7-4%, Philip#:Sylvia L #5#&+ % ¥ T%
TR L, #=#:3, Sylvia #'Charley & Philip DEDOWBHOR W #EHIE %Y
ELH| WD LT BHEAD, ZD LSBT S L, [The Specksioneer &
WHOBTEEHRD ONIWREN, E5EBE DD Philip’s Idol &\~ 5 BEH
SIbLWIES AR D, FoBEYBIRICE R, FEOXEDIR
Philip’s Idol T, HB=%RE R Sylvia's LoversiCRE L] L5880
EBOEEY, BEODNABIPERMCRBLTVWBZ L8305, °

1860%E 4 A 8 HOREMMA S _FEh » A, PHOBMBEEIHDTHDL
Rz F DB %, =EARD /2 EB < X 5 George Smith s 5 K X h 121859
F£6ANTHREHEET SO =FEARy AR BEP LT, Mrs. Gaskell iZZ D
BRI E D H UICRRAES, LEDEBRNL L, ERKES ¥ TOERDO—IH
BEGH D VI EEWTH 5,

Notes

1 Mary Barton (1848), Ruth (1853), North and South (1855), Sylvia's Lovers,
and Wives and Daughters (1866)

2 Chadwick (256), Hopkins (270), Pollard (v), Letters (xx), G. D. Sanders
(115-16), Sharps (347-75), and Uglow (482-83) all take the latter view, while only
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Geérin (212), the former; Andrew Sanders (vii, viii) wavers between the two.

3 Gérin offers a convincing comment on the change in the title: “The change
in the title, away from the emphasis on the whalers implied in the original The
Specksioneer, indicated her growing preoccupation with Philip’s obsessive and
self-destructive love for Sylvia”(220). Uglow points out that the change of tone in
each volume reflects the long duration of writing: “The long gestation of this
novel partly explains the change of tone in each volume: the vital, energetic
realism of the first volume, written rapidly in the spring of 1860; the intensity of
the second, full of death and loss, composed slowly during 1861; the spiritual
allegory of the third, a desperate search for belief in a better world, written amid
the shadows of the cotton famine” (504).
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