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The Present Situation Analysis of Midwifery Education

Hazuki Yamauchi

Abstract:

There are considerable changes in social environment which surround the nursing
personnel in Japan, such as highly-developed medical care, rapid decrease in the number of
children, anxiety over child-rearing and infant-care neurosis. The midwife personnel are asked
to play a proper role in such situation. In order to accomplish this purpose, it is necessary to
foster midwives who are equipped with higher qualities and abilities as an expert staff.

With the transition of nursing education to a four-year senior college, the midwifery
education, formerly conducted in the special major course after completion of the nursing
course, is being brought to the senior college. Does midwifery education today have sufficient
content to comply enough with the social demands? In the study, the present situation of
midwifery education was analyzed and discussed to improve the midwifery education.

The midwifery education nowadays has various problems such as the difficulty in securing
the training hospital. Above all, insufficient clinical practice in the management of normal
parturition is the most important issue. In addition, in the midwifery education at the senior
college, the curriculum is too tight to offer sufficient education, and the number of the
students who choose the midwifery course is limited.

The sufficient years of education and well-developed curriculum are required to foster
the midwives who are able to satisfy the social demands. In the context of specialization of
nursing, it is suggested that the manifestation of the midwives' work contents is important,
and that the postgraduate midwifery education based on the nursing education at the senior
college is preferred.
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