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A study on a prospective role of midwives and
the improvement of the midwifery education
in the low-birthrate society

Hazuki Yamauchi

In a rapid tide of low-birthrate, safe and easy childbirth is strongly required. On the other
hand, the lack or mal-distribution of obstetrician and illegal execution of the midwife's jobs by
registered nurses became issues. These new social trend throw a new light on the status of
midwives who have an ability to cope with a normal delivery independently.

Midwife is essentially qualified personnel who have special ability to deal with a normal par-
turition. That's what should be reconsidered now. The analysis of this social trend will eluci-
date the contemporary role of midwives and educational assignment. This is the aim of the
study.

The parturition at home with an aid of a midwife was originally done as one of activities
in a daily life. However, it is gradually replaced by the medical facility with development of
medical science. This narrowed the professional conducts of midwives and deprived her of giv-
ing a sophisticated care to pregnant women. In addition, the recent midwifery education is
given dominantly by a four-year college where nursing education is carried out together.
Thus, the midwifery education went into a tight curriculum. Securing the training hospital is
very difficult because of the reduced birthrate and several other factors. All of these conse-
quently, limited the number of students who took the midwifery course.

Our government recently publicized the enforcement of midwifery education. In order to fos-
ter high-quality midwives that are asked nowadays, the prolongation of the education and the
increase in the number of able teaching staffs are urgent issues.
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