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Inspection of the Effectiveness of the Science Class on Experiments
for Salivary Function Using a Substitute Starch

Yasumichi HosHiko, Yusuke Sakamoro and Kazumori Masamoro

(Received October 1, 2010)

We used a novel dextrin as a substitute starch on the experiments for learning of salivary function. After
science classes with the experiments, we had questionnaire to the students. Analysis of the questionnaire
showed easiness and safety of the experiments, reduction of resistance on collection of saliva, and getting
realistic understanding due to the color changes of the reaction mixtures. Another analysis of questionnaire to
the teachers who conducted the science classes, indicated eagerly action of students to the science classes, and
much time for discussion of the students on the experiments and salivary function. Those students were tested
on the understanding of salivary function and showed increased understanding compared to the results of the
2003 Investigation by the government of course of study enforcement situation.
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