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The aim of this study is to identify the current status of curriculum modification within the general education
programs of high schools in the United States. Particular focus is given to Differentiated Instruction (DI) and
Co-Teaching. First, the characteristics and models of DI and Co-teaching in the context of “standards-based
reform” were reviewed. Next, teaching materials collected at a high school in the state of Montana were
analyzed, along with comments collected from teachers of the school. In the era of “standards-based reform”,
instructional strategies such as DI and Co-teaching are utilized in order to meet legislative requirements which
mandate that schools and teachers provide general education curriculum for all students. Analysis shows that DI
has been conducted on the premise of providing a classroom environment that is safe and friendly for all
students. A DI geology unit was also analyzed. It was found that: (1) the contents and tasks of the unit were
divided into three projects, A, B, and C, and were designed to be arranged with C as the lowest level and A as the
top. (2) C was further divided into basic tasks which everyone is required to complete, and some ordinary tasks.
(3) Students were expected to select one project among A, B, and C. Co-Teaching was conducted by a pair of
special education and general education teachers without a fixed role as per special or a general teacher. It was
pointed out that it took more than one year for a teacher to become familiarized with Co-Teaching, and a key
issue in effective Co-Teaching was the pairing of teachers. In summary, this study reports on the current status of
the use of DI and Co-Teaching in a high school general education setting as an example of curriculum

modification.
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