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A Support Method for Yogo Teachers Dealing with School Truancy

Tsukimi NisHiMarU and Kenji SHiBAYAMA

(Received October 1, 2010)

The purpose of this study is to identify how Yogo teachers use a practical supporting process for students who
do not attend school or who cannot attend their classes, or enter their classrooms, for whatever reason. For semi-
structured interviews, six Yogo teachers working at elementary schools and junior high schools in M Prefecture
were selected and asked to provide information on the cases they had had concerning such students. The data
obtained from the interviews were transcribed in word-for-word form and this was analyzed through the M-GTA
(Modified Grounded Theory Approach).

In regard to the manner of support for troubled students, the results revealed these three points: 1) Yogo
teachers dealt with the students not excursively but based on their intuition by observing the students’ states or
behavior. 2) However, while these Yogo teachers were not fully aware of a method for supporting such students,
they utilized the system flexibly. 3) The support process progressed as, from the student’s point of view, an
understanding of the meaning and purpose of the school health office deepened. Therefore, essentially, the 3
points outlined above exist in this marginal space — the school health office. In addition, these Yogo teachers
came up with their own support methods according to each student’s developmental stages or psychological

states and aimed to eventually help the students become self-reliant.
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