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Informing Self and Classmates about Developmental Disabilities

Yohei IwasHiTa and Teppei Kikuchi

(Received October 1, 2010)

The purpose of the present study was to investigate how to inform a student with developmental disabilities
and his/her classmates about his/her diagnosis, disabilities and characteristics of disabilities. 5 classroom
teachers of student with special needs and 10 mothers, who have children with developmental disabilities, were
interviewed. In the interview, all mothers answered that they told their own children some explanation about
his/her characteristics of disabilities. And the purposes was to tell their children about their disabilities and help
them accept special supports for him/her, and also to response children’s questions and help him/her realize
about his/her characteristics of disabilities. Only one case, the student with developmental disabilities was
informed his diagnosis. From these interview, it is considered to be difficult to inform self about his/her
diagnosis. About informing classmates who have a friend with developmental disabilities, there were some
cases that classmates were informed about their friend’s disabilities, and other cases that classmates were not
informed at all. In the all cases that classmates were informed, the teachers didn’t inform about the student’s
diagnosis to his/her classmates. They informed about only characterisitcs of the student with developmental
disabilities. And the purpose of informing to classmates was to solve or prevent troubles between the student

and classmates.
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