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Abstract

Asaselfdescribedcatloverwhorescuedthemkeptthemandwroteaboutthemthroughouthislife，LafCadio

Heam，srelationtocatsandhisuseoftheminhiswritingsofferfreshinsightsintothemindandcreativeimaginationof

thisuniqueauthor､ThispaperfirstcoUectsandinterpretsthebiographicalfactsandanecdotesconcemingactualcatsin

Heam，slife，fromTbnnesseetoTokyo，ｗｉｔｈｅｘａｍｐｌｅｓｏｆＨｅａｍ，sowncatillustrationsltthenexaminesHearn，ｓ

ｉｎｔｅｒｅｓｔｉｎｔｈｅｒｏｌｅｏｆｃａｔｓｉｎＪａｐａnesefOlklore・Finally,itconsidersHearn，ｓｕｓｅｏｆｃａｔｓｉｎｔｈｒｅｅｐｉｅｃｅｓｏｆwriting：

``ThxingCats，，ａｎｄ“TｈｅＬittleRedKitten,,，bothwrittenfOrnewspapersinNewOrIeansinl879,ａｎｄ“PathologicaI,,，

whichappearedinKbrroinl902・UltimatelythepaperhopestoshowthatHearnrelatedtocatsasgoodcompanions,as

fascinatingcreatureswhoofferedinsightsintohumanandcross-culturalbehavior，ａｎｄｉｎfictionassunDgatesfOr

himselfandhismother,thevehiclehechosetoexpresssomeofhismostpersonalandpainfUlfeelings．
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Introduction

‘`Verymuchdollovecats,，,wroteLafCadioHearnin“Pathological,，，ａｎｅｓｓａｙｆｒｏｍＫｂ伽writtenwellintohisJapan

yearsthatanalyzedtheunusualbehaviorofhiscurrentfelmecompanion,Ｔａｍａｌｎｆａｃｔ,duringthecourseofhislifehe

hadalmostneverlivedwithoutoneormorecats：“Ｉａｍａｇｒｅａｔｌｏｖｅｒｏｆｃats,”hetoldChamberlaininaletterfrom

Matsue,"having`raise｡,,astheAmericanssaymorethanfifty"(Ｗｍｊ"８s)Ｗ159).Itisnotsurprising,then,thathe

sometimesusedtheminhiswriting:throughouthislife,hesporadicallyproducedsmallbutsignificantpiecesaboutcats，

datingfromhisearlydaysasareporterinNewOrleansupuntilthelastfewyearsofhislifeinJapanlnvestigationshows

that,morethananyotheranimaLcatsplayedquiteasignificantroleinhislife:notonlyweretheygoodcompanyfOr

aｍａｎｗｈｏｏｆｔｅｎｓｈｉｅｄａｗａｙｆｒｏｍｈｕｍａｎｃompanionship,buttheywerealsointriguingtoobserve,andHeamseems

tohavefOundthemunequaledascreatureswhosebehaviorwasamusing,thought-provoking,educationaLandsometimes

evenenlighteninｇＴｈｅｙａｌｓｏｉｎｓｐｉｒｅｄｈｉｍｔｏｗｎｔｅｓｏｍｅofthestorlesandessaysthatexpressedhismostintimate

personalfeelingsltistmethatHearnwasalsofOndofdogsandfascinatedbycertaininsects,buthisdeepestaffection

andartisticattentionwerealwaysreservedｆＯｒｔｈｅbeguilingdomesticcat・

BiographicalinfOrmationonHearn，srelationshipstoactualcatsmaybｅｆＯｕｎｄｉｎａｃｃｏｕｎｔｓｂｙＥＬＴｉｎｋｅｒ

(Lq/ＭﾉﾉoHEamMmerjcα"、α)'８),byhiswifeSetsu（R〃"iscelzces),andbyhisfirstsonKazuo(Re-Ec/､).There

arealsovaluableinsightstobegainedfromcommentanesonSetsu，sreminiscences,onebyNoguchiYOne（Lqたadjo

Heamj"んpα"）andanotherbyHasegawaYqji（ＡＭ/AjM(川amoro)．AnadditionalmajorsourceofinfOrmation

is,ｏｆcourse,Hearnhimself,inhispersonalcoITespondenceandinanumberofpublishedworks､ThecolTespondence

shedslight,bothhumorousandserious,onhisunderstandingofanddealingswithcats,whilethepublishedworksshow

howhｅｕｓｅｄｃａｔｓａｓｍａｔｅｒialfOrhiswritingEachoftheseworksusescatsandcat-loreinitsownway,andtogether

theyrevealaninterestingpsychologicalfacetofHearn，smentalandartisticprofile・

ＦｒｏｍthesomewhatunusualangleofHearn,sattitudetocats,realandimaginary,ｉｎｈｉｓｌｉｆｅａｎｄａｒｔ,Ihopeinthis

essaytorefineourunderstandingofhismindandliteraIyaccomplishment・First,Ishallexaminetherolescatsplayed

atvarioustimesinHearn,slife,initiallyintheUnitedStatesandtheninJapanNext,IwilllookatcatsinHearn，sworks‐

(189）
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asbitsofJapanesefOlk-loreandasthefOcusofthreeseldomanalyzedpieces:１）“TaxingCats,"fromtheﾊﾉﾋﾟｗＯｒ/eα"s

hemofl879;２)“TheLittleRedKitten,”alsofromthMemofthesameyear;ａｎｄ３)“Pathological,”anessayfrom

Kbrro（1902)analyzingtheunusualbehaviorofhiscurrentcat・Finally,Ｉshallspcculateonthesignificanceofhis
writingsaboutcatsandevaluatehisachievementinthoseworks．

LCatsinHearn，ｓＬｉｆｅ

ThefirstfelineincidentrecordedinHearn，slifewasalmostprototypicalinitssignificance：ａｋｉｔｔｅｎｉｓｂｍｔａｌｌｙ

ｈａｎｎｅｄｂｙａｎａｃｔｏfhumancrueltyandinsensitivity,prefiguringapattemofinnocentvictimizationthatappearsinone

guiseoranotherinmostofhissubsequentcat-relatedworks、ＴｈｅincidentseemstohaveocculTedwhilehewas

maroonedfOraweekinMemphis,Tbnnessee,onhiswayfromCincinnatitoNewOrleans・Havingmissedthesteamer，

hewasfOrcedtospendaweekatacheap,drearyhotel,waitingfOrthenextonetoaITive,hisrecenttroubleswithMattie

FolｅｙａｎｄｔｈｅＣｊ"cj""α励助9Zu舵rnodoubtstillfreshinhisnnd・AccordingtoE・LTinkerinLq/ｔａｄｊｏＨｍ'９"，s

Ame7jcα〃Ｄａｙｓ,Hearnhadgrowndepressed

WalkingoutintothecountryfOrreliefhesaw,ａｈｅａｄｏｆｈｉｍａｍａｎｗｈｏｈｕｍｅｄａｌｏｎｇａpparentlyinthegrip

ofateIriblerage・ApoorlittlekittenhappenedtobeiｎｔｈｅｐａｔｈｏｆｈｉｓｖｉｏｌｅｎｔｆＯotsteps・Reachingdownhe

brutallygrabbedthedefenselessanimaLgougedoutitseyeswithhisfingersandslungittooneside､This

inhumancrueltysooutragedeveryfibreofHearn，sbeingthathedraggedthepistoLwhichhehadproudlybought

fOrhisjourney,outofhispocketandfiredatthemanseveraltimes,buthismarksmanshipwassobadthatno

hannwasdone.(30）

AssumingTinker,saccountisnottooexaggerated,anditisconfinnedbyKazuoin肋/zeMjdJ(11),thisincidentmust

havebeenhighlysignificantinshapingHearn，ｓｌａｔｅｒｕｓｅｏｆｃａｔｓｉｎｈｉｓｗｒｉｔｉｎｇ，fOrtheoutrageshownhereagainst

gratuitouscruelty,againstbrutaltreatmenttowardtheweakbythestrong,thesmaUbythelarge,fOrnootherreasonthan

supremeselfishness,wastobecomearecurrentthemeinhisworks､AnditmayweUhavebeenthisinitialincidentthat

hauntedhimthroughouthislifeandremainedsovividinhismindthathisstoriesofcatsnonnallyportraythemaspitifUl，

innocentvictimsofsomeone，sorsomething，sbrutalindifferencetoorignoranceoftheirtinyexistencelndeed,many

yearslaterhestillrecalledtheincidentwithconsiderablyintensevexation:“Ithasalwaysbeenoneoftheregretsofmy

lifethatlmissed”(XIII62).l

InJapan，severalincidentsinvolvingHearnandcatsappearinSetsu，smemoirstorevealinterestingaspectsof

Hearn，spersonality,andSetsu，saswelLInfact,Setsu，smemoryofonesuchincidentearlyintheirrelationshipsuggests

thatacathadbeensignificantlyinstrumentalindeepeningheraffectionfOrHeamandmaywellhaveincreasedhis

desirabilityinhereyesasamarriagepartneLHereisHasegawa,stranslationofherrecollection：

…earlyinthesummerofthetwenty-fOurthyearofMeiji,wemovedtoapartofMatsuecaUedKitahoritolive

inasamurairesidenceｗｈｅｒｅｗｅｃｏｕｌｄｈａｖｅａｈｏｍｅｏｆｏｕｒｏｗｎ・ＷｅｍｏｖｅｄｗｉｔｈｏｕｒｍａｉｄａｎｄａｋｉｔｔｅｎＴｈｉｓｉｓ

ｈｏｗｗｅｈａｐｐｅｎｅｄｔｏｔａｋｅｉｎｔｈｅｋｉttenOneevening,ｉｎｔｈｅｅａｒｌｙｓｐｒｉｎｇｗｈｅｎｉｔｗａｓｓｔｉｌｌcold,Iwasstanding

undertheeaveslookingattheeveningviewofthelake，whenlsawfOurorfivemischievouschildrenonthe

shore,justbelowthehouse,torturingakittenbyduckingitupanddowninthewatembeggedthechildrentogive

methekitten,broughtithome,andtoldHeamthestory．‘Ｏｈ,poorkitten1，ｈｅｓａｉｄ‘Ｈｏｗcruelthosechildren

wererHethenclaspedthedrenchedandshiveringcreatureclosetohischesttowarmit・AtthattimeIfeltgreat

admirationforhim．（5-6）

clearly,incidentslikethishelpedtoconvinceSetsuofHearn，sinherentgentleness,aqualitythatsheregardedhighlyand

thatHearnfeltwasheldinhigheresteembyJapaneseculturethanbyhisownlndeed,thiswasoneaspectofhisadopted

culturethatseemedtosynchperfectlｙｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｎaturalinclinationsofhisownheartlnJapan,ｈｅfelt,dueappreciation

ofthevalueofhumankindnessandgentlenesswasinherentineventheleasteducatedpeople：

IwasthinkingjustnowaboutthedifferencebetweentheJapanesehyakushoandtheEnglishmerchant・

Myservantgirlfromlmaichi-whoＣａnnotreadorwnte-sawyouatKumamotoandsaidwordstothiseffect:“He

speaksJapaneselikeagreatmanAｎｄｈｅｉｓｓｏｇｅｎｔｌｅａｎｄｋｉｎｄ.，，Vaguelysomethingoftheintellectualandmoral
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sideofyouhadreachedandtouchedhersimplemind・Theotherdayamerchantsaidofyou:“Chambedain-Oh，

yes・MethimatMiyanoshita・ＴＵｌｙｏｕ,ｈｅ，sagentleman-playsagoodgameofwhist1，,There，sappreciationfbr

youWhichisthebestsoulofthetwo-myservantgirl，sorthatmerchant，s？(XIV312）

Hearnisclearlyenamoredofasocietytbatnaturallyplacestendemessabovecleverness,whoseleasteducatedcitizens，

operatingonahighermorallevel，applaudgentlenessofheartasanexaltedhumanvirtueHearnsurelyfelta

fUndamentalcompatibilitywithaculturethatnoticesaperson，sspiritratherthancard-playingability,andhetookthis

mutuallyhighapprobationofgentleness，tendemess，ａｎｄｋｉｎｄｎｅｓｓａｓａｓｉｇｎｔｈａｔｈｅｗａｓａｔｌastinatrulybetterplace，

Thoughheneverexpresseditinsomanywords,comparedtothedog-eat-dogworldoftheWest,theJapanthatHearn

lovedwasvirtuallyalandofkittens・

AnotherrecollectionbySetsu,thistimewhiletheywerelivingi、Tokyo,reaffirmsthehighvalueHearnplacedupon

thequalityofgentleness，especiallytowards“weaker，,beings，ｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｈｕｍａｎｏｒａｎｉｍａＬＨｅｒｅｉｓＮｏｇｕchiYOne，s
translationofanothercatincidentasSetsurememberedit：

Ｈｅ[arn]hadnopatienceevenwithananimaIwhenitactedimproperly,andhismindoflovemghtbewounded・

Thereｗａｓｎｏｏｎｅｗｈｏｌｏｖｅｄｃａｔｓｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎｈｅ；ｉｎfact,ｗｅｋｅｐｔｏｎｅｏｒｔｗｏｏｆｔｈｅｍｗｉｔｈｕｓａｌｌｔhetimesince

ourMatsuedayslthappenedwhenwewerelivingtemporarilyinTomihisaChoofIchigaya,thatourcatbore

manykittens；ａｎｄｉｔｗａｓａｗｆＵｌ,doubtless,ｔｈａｔｓｈｅａｔｅｕｐｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｍｏｎｅｅｖｅｎｉｎgHowever,itisnotunusual

fOracaLHearn,onbeingtoldaboutit,grewangry,Changingcolorashemightonsuchoccasion,andhadagirl

bringthecatbefOrehiｍＡｎｄｈｅｇａｖｅｈｅｒａｌｏｎｇｔａｌｋ,ａｎｄsaid：‘ＹＯｕａｒｅｂａｄ;ａｎｄｙｏｕinheritedsuchawicked

thoughtfromcountlessgenerationswhichwentbefOreyou・Icannotkeepyouherewithus.，ZHewasseriously

honestinhisspeechAndhesentourrikishamanawaywiththecat,tellinghimtomakenodelaytothrowherout

somewhere・Isuspectedafterwardinthatnight,however,ｈｅｗａscrying,thinkingofthecathewasobligedtocast

offunexpectedly.(Noguchi68-69）

ItiscertainlyoneofthefUnniestandmostfetchingportraitswehaveofHearnandoftheirmarriedlife・Setsu，saccount

ofhiseccentricbehaviormaintainsafinebalancebetweensympathyandamusemenLanditiseasytoseehowherstory-

tellingabilｉｔｙｗｏｕｌｄｈａｖｅｃｈａｒｍｅｄｈｉｍ３Ｍｏｒｅｉｍｐortantly,perhaps，theepisodeshowsthatHeamhimselfcouldbe

ratherunfOIgivingwhenthecrimewascrueltytotheweakorhelpless,andinsteadofadmirableorjust,Setsuseemsto

havefOundhimrathercomicalandsomewhatoverbearingintheharshnessofhisdecree・Ｔｂher,thecathadbehaved

unusuallybutcompletelynaturally;itwasHeam，sbehaviorthatshehadtoadjustto､YetshealsoknewthatHeamhad

lovedthecatandwouldbesecretlysaddenｅｄｂｏｔｈｂｙＴｔｌｍａ，ｓｄｅｅｄａｎｄｂｙｈｅｒａｂｓｅｎｃｅ・

Whatmadethesituationmorepoignantwasthefactthat,byallaccounts,TklmawasHearn，sfavoritecat・Hasegawa

providesdetailedbackgroundinfOrmationthatputsthedeptｈｏｆＨｅａｒｎ，sdisappointmentwithherbehaviorintosharper

perspectlve・

ShehadbeenbroughttoHearn，shousebythetempleasadirty,ｗｉｌｄｋｉｔｔｅＬｂｕｔｓｏｏｎｇｒｅｗｔｏｂｅａｇentle,cleverぅ

andbeautifUlcat・Hearn．．、madeaspecialpetofherJnwintersheneverlefthiswarmsmdywheretherewas

astoveinstalledShepulTedonhiskneeswhilehewaswriting,ａｎｄfOllowedhimtothedining-room,atinybell

tinklingaroundherneckShealwayssatquietlyatHeam,sfeetunderthetableandpatientlywaitedfOrhimto

givehermorselsofhisfOodShewassometimesweirdlyclever・ｏｎｅｄａｙ,whenchangingclothes,Hearndropped

hissashbehindachestofdrawerswithoutrealizingit・Whileallthefamilywerelookingfbrthemissingsash，

Tnmasuddenlystoodupfi･ｏｍＨｅａｍ,ｓＺａｂ"ro〃ｗhereshehadbeenlying,wenttothechestofdrawersandpulled

itoutwithherpawfrombehindthechest・Shegrewuptobeacatrichwithmaternallove.(231）

Tama，ssuddenchangeconvincedHeamthatshehadirrevocablyrevertedtohernatural,inherently“wicked,,hereditary

nature，ａｎｄｔｈｕｓｈｅｃｏｕｌｄｎｏｌｏngerkeepher・Ｈｉｓｓｔｅａｄｆａｓｔｂｅｌｉｅｆｉｎｔｈｅｐｏｗｅｒｏｆancestrytodetenninebehavior

preventedhimfromseeingherdeedasanaberration；ｉｎｓｔｅａｄｈｅｔｏｏｋｉｔａｓｂｏｔｈｐｒｏｏｆｏｆｈｅrtrueinnernatureandasa

betrayalofhiskindness,ａｎｄｉｎｈｉｓｍｉｎｄｔｈｅｒｅｗａｓｎｏｃｕｒｅｆＯｒｅitherofthese､４Heseemstohaveignoredthefactthat

shehadindeedbeenfOrmanyyearsaquiet,patient,smart,andaffectionatecat,lovelyandwellbehaved､Suchwasthe

depthandfOrceofHearn，sangeratanyactofcrueltybythestrongagainsttheweak,butinthiscaseitwascompounded

bythebetrayalinvolvedwhencommittedbyamotheragainstherowndefenselessbabyPerhapsthewoundsofhisearly

abandonmentbyhisownmotherwerere-openedwiththeoccasionofTnma，sdeed,anditmayhavebeenhimselfthat
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hewascryingfOrthatnight・Later,thecomplexityofHearn，sinterestinT1amawillbecomeclearerwhenweexamlne

hisin-depthportraitofherin“Pathological.,，

Kazuo，saccountsofHeamandcatsasexpressedinhisownbookofreminiscences,Re-EcAo,paintasomewhatless

idiosyncratiｃｐｉｃｔｕｒｅＴｂexplainsomecatillustrationsinHearn,spersonalnotebooks，Kazuorecallsanepisodethat

occulTedwhiletheyweresummeringinYaizuwiththeircatHinoko,FirsLthough,hehastoinfOrmWesternreadershow

muchJapanesecatslovefish,especiallybonito,andmtroducestheproverbwhichsays,“Tｂsetthecattokeepthedried

bonito,，，andwhichmeans，``Ｔｏｓｅｔｔｈｅｆｏｘｔｏｋｅｅｐｔｈｅｇｅｅｓｅ，，Nowthereaderisequippedtounderstandthechannof

theillustrationaｎｄｉｔｓｃａｐｔｉｏｎＨｅｒｅｉｓｈｉｓａｃｃｏｕｎｔｏｆtheepisode：

OnedaywecalTiedourcatHinoko（or"Spark")tothcseashorewithus・Justatthattimeafishingboatcame

backwithaheavyhandofbonitos，ａｎｄtherewasagreathubbubonthebeach；theyoungpussyHinokowas

stanngatthem,eyeslikelivecoals,inastonishmenLThenextdayFatherdrewthispictureinhis]ettertoMother･

Hinokosays:“,o-shi-yo,"ｏｒ"Whatshallldo?"，（Re-Ecﾉｶ0,147）
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LikeSetsu，sreminiscences，Kazuo，salsopalntalovingandamusingportraitofHeam，srelationshiptocats、Ｉｎｆａｃｔ，

KazuoconsideredthisrelationshipimportantenoughtosupplyfUrtherdetailsofitwhenexplainingothersketchesin

menotebooks：

FatherwassofbndofcatsthathealwayskeptsomeｃａｔｓｗｈｉｌｅｈｅｌｉｖｅｄｏｒｓｔａｙｅｄｉｎＮｅｗＯrleans,SaintPielTe，

Matsue,Tokyo,andYaidzulheardthatintheWestlndieshekeptmanycatstoguardagainstthebadcreatures

-thecentipedes,selpents,poisonoussnakes,andvermln

ThefaceoftheblackcatmighthavebeendrawnwhenFatherwasintheFrenchWestlndiesJfOundthissketch

intheoldmemoheusedatSaintPierre、

ＴｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｐｉｃｔｕｒｅｗａｓｆｏｕｎｄｉｎａｓｍａｌlpocketnotebookwhichheusedasamemoattheUniversityofTokyo．

（149）
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Thesesketchesmaynotdemonstrateahighlevelofartisticskill，buttheywereprobablynotmeantto・Theywere

mostlikelydone，asKazuosuggests，veryrapidlMlikeareporter，ssnapshotdesignedtocaptureaHeetingexpression

orpose,anactlnmid-executlon,ｔｏberecalledlaterfbramusementorpossibleliteraryuse・Atanyraに,ｓｏｆａｒａｓｌｋｎｏｗ，

[herearefewsuchillustratlonsofotherdomestlcanimalsinHearn，smanynotebooks・Ａｌｔｈｏｕｇｈｈｅｄｉｄａｌｓｏｄｒａｗａ
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spider，fly，bat，horse，zebra，deer，elephanLostrich，dog，etc.，toenhancehischildren，sEnglishlessons，theseare

generalIymereshapes、Ｒａｒｅｌｙｄｏｔｈｅｙｓｈｏｗａｎｙｅｍｏｔｉｏｎｏｒｅｘpressioninfaceorbodymovement・Catsweremore

captivatinglndeed,observingcatsandcaringfbrpetsseemstohavebeenoneofthechiefdelightsofhislaterlife・As

Setsuwrote，“Hearnseemstohavelookedthehappiestatmealtime,watchinghischildreneatingandgivingtreatsto

hisfavouritecatTnmaandthefamilydogShiro"(Hasegawa231)．

Inhissecondbookofreminiscences,Fizrherα"ｄLKazuodescribesinfUUdetailtheadoptionofHinokointotheir

family（105-13)AgainweseethestrengthofHearn,ssenseofpityfOrabandonedcreatuIes,fOrsoonafterrescuing

HinokohepluckedyetanotherabandonedkittenfromtheroadsideThisprovokedanincidentthatwastoremainvividly

inKazuo，smemory:WhenHinokousedfather，sbesthatfOratoilet,hescoldeｄher,butwhensheteasedthenewanival，

Hearnapologized-nottotheteasedkittenbuttoHinoko,ａｎｄblamedhimselffOrthoughtlesslybringinginarivalfemale

caLKazuo,however,sympathizedwiththenewkittenandwishedtogiveHinokoaway,oratleastpunishher,butHearn

wouldnothearofit・Ｈｉｓ、orallessontoKazuooffersuniqueinsightintoHearn，ssenseofloveandloyalty：

PutyourselfinHinoko，spositionAnimals,unlikehumanbeings,arehonest､Ifarivalarrivestowinitsmaster，s

love，ｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｄｏｉｔｓｂｅｓｔｔｏｄｏａｗａｙｗｉｔｈｉｔ・ThoughHinokowashere,Ithoughtlesslypickedupthekitte、１ｔ

wasnotfair,ａｎｄｌｏｗｅａｎａｐｏｌｏｇｙｔｏＨｉｎｏｋｏ….AfterKazuocamelwaoandKiyoshi,secondandthirdsonsEven

so，ＩｄｉｄｎｏｔｃｅａｓｅｔｏｌｏｖｅＫａｚｕｏ…ｌｎｔｈｉｓｗｏｒｌｄｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅｍｅｎｗｈｏｃａｓｔａｓｉｄｅｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｗｉｖｅｓａｎｄｌｉｖｅｗｉｔｈ

ｎｅwwomenfOrsuchreasons・Theyhaveheartslikethedevirs.(112）

ThoughHearnnodoubthadhisownfather，sbehaviorinmind,ａｓａｃｈｉｌｄＫａｚｕowastooyoungtomaketheconnectiom

andasanadulthewastoodiscretetomentionitThelittlekittenwaseventuallygivenawaytoatravelingeelsalesman，

andKazuowept､ＴｂｓｏｏｔｈｅｈｉｍＨｅａｒｎｓａｔｈｉｍｄｏｗｎｉｎｆｒontofOtokicbi，sshopinYaidzuintheshade,putHinokoin

hisIap,ａｎｄｔｏｌｄｈｉｍｓｔｏｒｉｅｓｏｆｈｉｓ“variousexpenencesconnectedwithcats,，，especiallyoflifeintheWestlndieswith

"morethanthirtycats[who]keptawaytheinsectsandthesnakes，，（113)．

2.CatsinJapaneseFolklore

AmongthemanycreaturesHearnencounteredinJapancatsseemtohavepresentedhimwithuniquelyfertile

opportunitiestoindulgeinoneofhisfavoriteintellectualendeavors:cross-culturalcomparisonEarlyo､,heconcluded

thatthecatsofJapanlookedandacteddifferentlyfromtheEuropeanandAmericanvanety,andhemadeconsiderable

efTOrtstofindoutmoreaboutthemandtheirplaceinJapaneseculture・SoonafteralTivinginMatsue,hehadbegunto

gatherinfOrmationoｎｔｈｅｍＳｏｍｅｏｆｗｈａｔｈｅｌｅａｒｎｅｄａｐｐｅａｒsinareplytoChamberlain,whowonderedifthecatsof

lzumowereshort-tailedlikethevastmajorityofthoseintheTbkyoareaHearn,theexpertonMatsue,seemsgladof

thechancetoshowhisknowledgeoflocalfelinesuperstition：

Izumocats(andlwasundertheimpressionuntilrecentlythatallJapanesecatswerealike)aregenerallybom
withlongtails・Butthereisabeliefthatanycａｔｗｈｏｓｅｔａｉｌｉｓｎｏｔｃｕｔｏｆｆｉｎｋｉｔｔｅｎhoo｡,willbecomeanobake

ornekomata,andthereareweirdstoriesaboutcatswithlongtailsdancingatnight,withtowelstiedroundtheir

heads・TherearestoriesaboutpettedcatseatingtheirmistressandthenassumingthefOrm,features,ａｎｄｖｏｉｃｅ

ｏｆｔｈｅｖｉｃｔｉｍＯfcourseyouknowtheBuddhisttraditionthatnocatcanenterparadiseThecatandsnakealone

weptnotfOrthedeathofBuddha・Catsareunpopularinlzumo,butinHokilsawthattheyseemedtoexistunder

morefavourableconditionsTherealreasonfOrtheunpopularityofthecatisitspowersofmischiefinaJapanese

house;－ittearsthetatami,thekarakami,theshQji,scratchesthewoodwork,andinsistsuponcarryingitsfOod

intothebestroomtoeatituponthefloor.(XIV159）

UponfUrtherinvestigation,however,HearnfOundoutthathehadbeenwrongBothlong-tailedandshort-tailedvarieties

wereindigenoustoIzumoEventheseeminglysimplesubjectofcats，tails,ｈｅrealized,mighthavehiddendimensions，

andhequicklyrevisedthemis-infOrmationinhisnextletter：

Asusual,IfindIhavebeentoopresumptuousinwritingoffhandaboutcats，tails､Onenquiring,Ilearnthatthere

areoften,bornofthesamemother,Izumokittenswithshorttails,andkittenswithlongtaiIs・Thiswouldshow

thattwodistinctspeciesofcatsexisthereThelong-tailedkittensarealwaysdeprivedwhenpossibleoftheIarger
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partoftheircaudalappendage､TheshorttailsaresparedlfanoldcatbeseenwithashorttaiLpeoplesay-``this

catisold,butshehasashorttail:therefOresheisagoodcat.”(Fortheobakecatgetstwotailswhenold,and

everywickedcathasalongtaiL)IamtoldthatattherecentboninMatsue,catsoftheevilsortwereseento

danceupontheroofSofthehouses.(XIVl62）

Chamberlain,inthethirdeditionof川"9ＭＷ"eSe(JohnMurrayl898),statesthattheJapanesestronglyprefershort-

tailedcats,for``shouldalitterchancetobebornwithonelong-tailedkittensomebodywillgenerallytakeituponhimself

tochopthetailofftoarespectableshortness,，(77).Thispredilection,headds,"hasdoubtlessbeenaugmentedbythe

snake-likeaspectofanonnalcat，stailwhenwavedfTomsidetoside,qndbythesuperstitionthatthereexistcats
fUrnishedwithoneorseverallongtails,andpossessingthepowerofbewitchinghumanbeingsafterthemanneroffOxes

andbadgers"(77)HowmuchofthisinfOrmationwasactuallyowingtoHeamisuncertain,buttheprobabilityofatleast

indirectinfluenceappearstobehighBythethirdedition，ChamberlainwouldsurelyhaveseenHearn，shumorous

summationofIzumocat-lorein“InaJapaneseGarden，，：

Forthenaturaltendencyofcatsistobecomegoblins;andthistendencytometamorphosiscanbecheckedonly

bycuttingofftheirtailsinkittenhoodCatsaremagicians．．、andhavepowerofmakingcorpsesdance・Cats

areungratefUL“FeedadogfOrthreedays,，，saysaJapaneseproverb,``andhewillrememberyourkindnessfOr

threeyears;feedacatfOrthreeyearsandshewillfOrgetyourkindnessinthreedays.，,Catsaremischievous:they

tearthemattings,andmakeholesintheshqji,andsharpentheirclawsuponthepillarsofthetokonoma・Cats

areunderacurse：onlythecatandthevenomousselpenｔｗｅｐｔｎｏｔａｔｔｈｅｄｅａｔｈoftheBuddha…．Forallthese

reasons，andotherstoonumeroustorelate，ｃａｔｓａｒｅｎｏｔｍｕｃｈｌｏｖｅｄｉｎｌｚｕｍｏ,andarecompelledtopassthe

greaterpartoftheirlivesoutofdoors.(Gﾉjmpses369）

Ｉｎｔｈｅｓａｍｅｅｓｓａｙ,Hearnalsotellsofastraycatthatusedtopoachinhisgarden,“agaUntoutlaw,amasterthief，

wbichlhavemadesundryvainattemptstoreclaimfrombondage”(Gﾉj〃ses368)．Ｔhisparticularcatwasconsidered

a"goblincat，,sinceitwas"immoral"(athief)andpossessedalongtaiLApparentlyHearnhadtriedtokeepacatin

Matsuebuthadtogetridofit:"Thecreatureprovedtoomischievous,andwantedalwaystoeatmyuguisu"(XIVl59）

saysaletterdatedAugustl89LTWoandahalfyearslater(Februaryl894),HearnwrotetoChamberlainthathehad

stillnotdiscoveredaJapanesecattohisliking：“Ｉｈａｖｅｎｏｔｙｅｔｂｅｅｎａｂｌｅｔｏｆｉｎｄａｃｉｖｉlizedcat・Theremustbesome，

buttheyareveryrareShynessandtreacherycharacterizemostofthem"(XVI123).WasHearnexaggerating,orhad

eventhekittenthatSetsuhadrescuedandbroughtwiththemtotheirnewhouseturnedouttobe“unoivilized，，？

Othercat-lorethatHeamhaddiscoveredinMatsueconcernedthe‘`primitive”superstitionthatcatsonaboat

protecteditfromseaghosts("O-bake")thatreachupandpullpeopleunder､Thiswasbecausecatscan,ｈｅlearned，

controlthedead:"Ifacatbeleftalonewithacolpse,willnotthecolpseanseanddance?”(Gﾉﾉ叩ses509).Thedeft

useofarhetoricalquestionhereimpliesthatJapanesesailorsconsiderthepreposterousnotionbasicconmnonsenseThe

cat-lorecontinues：

Ａｎｄｏｆａｌｌｃａｔｓ,amike-neko,orcatofthreecolors,ismostprizedonthisaccountbysailors・Butiftheycannot

obtainone,－andcatsofthreecolorsarerare,一theywilltakeanotherkindofcat;andnearlyeverytradingjunk

hasacat;andwhenthejunkcomesintoport,itscatmaygenerallybeseen,－peepingthroughsomelittlewindow

ｉｎｔｈｅｖｅｓｓｅＴｓｓｉｄｅ,orsquattingintheopeningwherethegreatrudderworks，－thatｉｓ，iftheweatherbefair

andtheseastill.(509）

NoticehowHeamendswithtwomarkedlyvisualcatportraits,muchlikethesketchesthatappearinthenotebooksof

Kazuo，sreminiscencesHeseemstothinkthatcats,ｈoweverinterestingtheirfOlklore,arebestenjoyedbyobserving

them,evenwhentheyaremotionless，inwhatevercircumstancestheyplacethemselves・Ｈｅｒｅｈｅａｌｌｏｗｓａｔｏｕｃｈｏｆｔｈｅ

ｃｕｔｅｉｎｈisfelinedescription，ｂｕｔｈｅｕｓｕａｌｌｙｄｉｄｎｏｔｔｈｉｎｋｏｆｆＵｌl-growncatsinthiswayJbHearn，catswereoften

interestingratherthanpretty;diabolicalratherthanangelic;slyratherthanaffectionateTheyhadmultiplequasi-magical

attributesthatplacedthemalongsidebadgers,fOxes,andgoblinsintheJapanesepantheoｎｏｆｃｒｅａｔｕｒｅｓｔｏｂｅｗａｒｙｏｆ
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3.WOrksaboutCats

TherearethreeHearnpiecesthatfOcusprimarilyoncats:thefirsttwo,“TnxingCats,，ａｎｄ“TheLittleRedKitten,，，

appearedwithinafewmonthsofeachｏｔｈｅｒｉｎｔｈｅⅣｅｗＯｒ/eα"ｓノノｅｍｏｆｌ８７９;ｔｈｅother,“Pathological,,,waspublished

inKb"ｏｉｎｌ９０２５Ｅａｃｈｔｒｅａｔｓｃａｔｓdifferently,buttogethertheydeepenourinsightintoHearn，semotionalmake-up．

‘`ThxingCats,，，aseldomanthologizedsatirehomHearn，searlyyearsinNewOrleans，surelyranksasoneofhis

finestjournalisticachievementsBasedonasatirethatappearedintheﾊﾉｾｗ】'brk刀messometendaysearlier(February

28,1879),Heamtakesthesamebasicpremise,acityproposaltoimposealevyonkeepingacat,appliesittoNew

Orleans,andraisesittoahigherleveLCombiningfactwithhearsay,Hearn，sspoofisamasteIpieceoftone,satirizing

cats,dogs,humans,ａｎｄｃｉｔｙｇｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔｓａｌｉｋｅｉｎａｗａｙｔhatisthoroughlyamusingbutnevercrueLHereisasample

thatholdsitsownevenagainstＴ・Ｓ,Eliot，spoeticmasterpiece,ＯﾉdjDbss"、，sBooAcl/nacrjcα/QJrs：

Acatappearstopossessagoblingifｔｏｆｕｂｉｑｕｉｔｙｌｔｍａｙｓｅｅｍｔｏｂｅｉｎａｄｏｚendifferenthousesatthesame

time,andyetwhenlookedfOritgenerallybecomesinvisible・Ｉｔａｌwayscomeswhenitisnotwanted;ａｎｄｗｈｅｎ

ｗａｎｔｅｄｎｏｈｕｍａｎｂｅｉｎｇｃａｎｆｉndit・AdogisapttorushblindlyandfUriouslyuponthefirsttaxcollectorthat

makeshisappearanceatthedoor;acatiscertaintodisappearatthesamemoment.(B"ｙｊ"gCMslmas7bys

α"ｄｏ伽'Essays45-46）

EnfOrcingataxoncats，Ｈｅａｍａｒgues，necessitatestheabilitytocapturethecreaturesincasesofnon-payment・This，

ｈｅcontinues,iscertainlyfinanciallyruinous,for“evenifpossibletheexpenseattendingthecaptureofonegoodhealthy

catwouldpayacollector，ssalaryfOrthreemonths”（46)Atanaveragecostof＄lOOpercat,enfOrcingataxonthe

estimated200,OOOcatsinthecityofNewOrIeanswouldcostthecitysome＄２０ｍｉｌｌｉｏｎ

ＢｕｔｅｘｐｅｎｓｅｉｓｎｏｔｔｈｅｏｎｌｙｄetrimenLToinsureitssafety,ｈｅsays，thecatcleverlychoosestomakeitself

agreeableonlytowomen,fOrtheyaloneoffertrulydependableprotection：

Itseldomattemptstoattachitselftoanyhumanbeingofthesternersex-excepUngofcourse,withitsteethand

toe-nails・YOumaypossiblypersuadeitbybriberytopermityoutostrokeitssatindress;butafterithasbeen

gratifieditwiｌｌｐａｙｎｏｍｏｒｅａｔｔｅｎｔｉｏｎｔｏｙｏｕｌｔｓａｆfectiｏｎｓａｒｅｏｎｌｙｆｏｒｓａｌｅｔｏｍｅｎ；andthedegreeofthe

affectionisproportionedtothedegreeofthebribｃＮｏｗｈｅｒｅｉｓｔｈｅｂｅｓｔｅｖｉｄｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅcunningofthecat・

Itattachesitselfwannlytowoman，andgenerallysucceedsinwinningheraffections、Ｔｈｉｓdone，itfeels

comparativelysaferfromalldangemTheaffectionofawomanfOracatisanadamantinebarrieragainstwhich

theimpunity,detennination，orbrutalityofthetaxcollectorsmustremainnullandvoid；ａｎｄｅｖｅｒｙｃａｔｏｒ

ｋｉｔｔｅｎｉｎｔｈｅｃｉｔｙｏｆNewOrIeanshasawomanfbrafi･iend,andagoodffiend,ｔｏｏＳｏｍｅａｒｅｙｏｕｎｇａｎｄｓｏｍｅ

ａｒｅｏｌｄ;ｓｏｍｅａｒｅｃｏｍｅｌｙａｎｄｓomehomely，－butallareequallywellabletodefendcatsagainstthewicked

greedoftax-gatherers.(47）

NotonlydoesHearnclaimthatcatspreferwomen,buthehimselfseemstohavepreferredfemalecatslnhistwoother

piecesaboutthemallthecats-weakorstrong,youngorold,goodorbad-arefemale.Why？First,letuslookatapiece

hewrotearoundsixmonthsafter"TnxingCats"called"TheLittleRedKitten”(ﾉrem,September24,1879),onehisbest

so-called“Fantastics，，ｏｒshort,strange,andsometimesexcessivelymaudlinpiecesoffiction．

“TheLittleRedKitten”ｉｓHearn，ｓｏｎｌｙｔｒｅａｔｍｅｎｔｏｆｃａｔｓｔｈａｔｉｓｐｕｒｅfiction・ItsprotagonistisafUnny-looking

kitten,atinyredlionwith“enonnousears”andacrazydietof“beefSteakandcockroaches,caterpillarsandfish,chicken

andbutterflies,mosquito-hawksandroastmutton,hashandtumble-bugs,beetlesandpigs，feet,crabsandspiders,moths

andpoachedeggs,oystersandearthworms,ｈａｍａｎｄｍｉｃｅ,ratsandricepudding”(11220).Onthisdiet,Heamwntes，

thekittenbecamethestrongestcatintheneighborhoodandtookunderitsprotectiveshieldaweak,prettyfemalekitten

thatwasbeingmercilesslybulliedeverynight・Theybecomeinseparable,likeamotherandchild,Sleeping,hunting,and

evenstealingtogether・Thistouchofmischievoustendenciestriggersthemaintumofthestory:Onedaytheredkitten

triedtostealacrabfromsomeone，sdinnerplateandwasputinaclosetfOrthedurationofthemealMeanwhile,the

otherkittenwasaccidentallykilledwhenshe“unfOmnatelywanderedunderarocking-chairviolentlyagitatedbya

heavygentlemanwhowasreadingthe`Bee，”(arivalNewOrleansnewspaper).EveryonewassolTyaboutit,butthe

matterwasfarfmmclosedWhentheredkittenwasfinallyallowedoutofthecloset，ｓｈｅｓｅａｒｃｈｅｄｉｎｖａｉｎｆＯｒｈｅｒ
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companion,“neversupposinginitsinnocentmindthatalittlespeckledbodywaslyingfarawayuponaheapofgarbage

andashes，,(221)．

Fromthispoint,Hearntnestoseetheworldthroughthecat，smind,tothinkwithherthoughts:``Ithadneverseen

thegreatworldwhichrumbledbeyondthearchwayoftheoldcourtyard;perhapsitslittlesisterhadwanderedoutthere

Soitwouldgoandseekher,,(222).However,theworldoutsideprovestobeoverwhelminginitssize,indifference,and

hostility、Ｓｈｅｓｅｅｓ‘`milesofhouses,，,countlesspeople，andinstinctivelyfearsthe“greatwickeddogswhichmurder

kittens.，，

Ｉｎｓｐｉｔｅｏｆｈｅｒｆｅａｒｓ，thekittencontinuesonhersearchWhateventuallydoesherin，however，isthepitiless

indifferenceoftheplacetoapoorぅinsignificantlittlethinglikeherTiredandhungry,shemeowsfOrhelp,butinvainNo

onenoticesorcares・Suddenlyafireenginecomesspeedingdownthestreet,fOllowedbyathrongofpeoplerunningafter

it・ThekittentnestoHee,“butitsｐｏｏｒlittlebrainwassoconfUsedandtherewassomuchnoiseandshouting….Next

morningtwolittlebodieslaysｉｄｅｂｙｓｉｄｅｏｎｔｈｅａｓｈｅｓ－ｍｉｌｅｓａｗａｙｆTomtheoldCreolehouseThelittletawnykittenhad

fOunditsspeckledsister"(222-23)．

Hearnknewthisblatantelicitatioｎｏｆｐａｔｈｏｓｗａｓｎｏｔｔｈｅｂｅｎｃｈｍａｒｋｏｆｇreatliterature,butitaccomplishedhis

immediatepulpose：addingvanetytothepaper，sofferingstoincreasecirculationOnecanalmosthearthereaders

crying,``Howcute，，ｏｒ``Ｈｏｗsad,，，attheappropriatetimes,asHearnhadintended､ThematureHearn,however,Icgarded

theentileseriesof"Fantastics"asanembarrassment,asrelicsofhisstylisticimmaturityandjournalisticyouth

Approximatelyl8yearslaterandaworldaway,Heamreturnedtothetopicoffelinebehaviorin``Pathological，，

(Kbが0,1898).Ｔｈｉｓtime,howeverhemakesitplainthatheiswritingaboutarealcat,namednlma,withareal

psychologicaltraumatodealwith:astillbornlitter・Histhemesaremotherboodandmemory､Atthestartofthepiece，

nlmaisasleepbesideHearn，ａｎｄｉｔｉｓｔｈｅ``softtrillingcoo，，sheuttersfOrhermissingkittensthattriggerstheessay・

Unlike"TheLittleRedKitten,"thetoneisdecidedlylesshumorousandmorefactuaLwithHearnhappytointeljectwhat

heknows(andhaspointedoutelsewhere)aboutJapanesecatsuperstitionHeexplainsthatTamaisathree-colored-cat，

anuncommonbreedthoughttobrｉｎｇｇｏｏｄｌｕｃｋａｎｄｔｏｓｃａｒｅａｗａｙｒａｔｓａ､dgoblinsBecauseTnmaismoregracefUland

thinnerthanmostothercats,heeventhinksshemighthave“fOreignbloodinherveins,，，perhapsfromacatonaDutch

orSpanishshipthatvisitedJapanlongagolnhabits,however,T1amaseemsperfectlyJapanese:ｆＯｒｏｎｅｔｈing，Heam

exclaims,``Sheeatsrice1”－adietthathehimselfcouldnotsustain

TnmahadcometotheHeamhouseholdabouttwoyearsearlier,atiny,tortoise-sheUkitten,ａｎｄｈａｄｓｉｎｃｅｇｉｖｅｎｂｉｒｔｈ

ｔｏｔｗｏｌｉｔｔers･Withherfirstlitter,Ｈｅａｒｎｓａｙｓｓｈｅｗａｓ“anexcellentmother-devomgallherstrengthandintelligence

tothecareofherlittleones，,（137)Itisnotwhatsheate,butwhatshefOundfOrherkittenstoplaywith,thatprovides

Hearnwithanopportunitytolist:Inadditiontohertail,shebroughtherkittens``notonlyratsandmice,butalsofrogs，

lizards,ａbat,andonedayasmalllamprey….Andonenightshebroughtin…abigstrawsandalfOrherkittenstoｐｌａｙ

ｗｉｔｈ”Heimagineshercarryingitoveratallfence,upthewallofthehouse,throughthekitchenroofandthroughthe

windowbarstothestairway,wheresheandherkittensplayedwithitallnightlong.“NeverwascatmorefOrtunatein

herfirstmatemalexperiencethanTama”（138)．

Thesecondexperience,however,wasasunhappyasthefirstwashappy・Hearnspeculatesthatonenightwhiｌｅｓｈｅ

ｗａｓｏｕｔ,somewickedpersonhadabusedher.“Ｓｈｅｃａｍｅｂａｃｋｔｏｕｓｓｔｕｐｉｄａｎｄｓｉｃｋ;andherkittenswereborndead,，

(138).Asthelossofthosekittenscontinuestotroubleher,Hearnintroduceshissecondtheme,thenatureofanimal

memory､Ｈｅｒｍｅｍｏｒｙｏｆｔｈｉｎｇｓｉｎｈｅｒｐｒｅｓｅｎｔｌｉｆｅｉｓ“mercifUllybrief,，,“strangelyweakanddim.,，Butherinherited

memory，describedbyHearnastheaccumulatedexpenenceofcountlessfOrmerlives，ｉｓ“superhumanlyvivid,,，

containingvirtuallyHawless,ｉｎstinctiveknowledgeofparenting,ofnaturalenemies,ｏｆherbs,ofstrategiesfOrhunting

andfightingTheinteractionofthesetwotypｅｓｏｆｍｅｍｏｒｙｈａｓｐｒｏｄｕｃｅｄｉｎＴａｍａｗｈａtHeamtermsapoignantly

pathologicalcondition・Ｉｔｓｄｅｓcriptionendsthepiece：

T1amacouldnotclearlyrememberthatherkittensweredeadSheknewthatsheoughttohavehadkittens;and

shelookedeverywhereandcalledeverywherefOrthemlongaftertheｙｈａｄｂｅｅｎｂｕｒｉｅｄｉｎｔｈｅｇａｒｄｅｎＳｈｅ

ｃｏmplainedagreatdealtoherfriends;ａｎｄｓｈｅｍａｄｅｍｅｏｐｅｎａｌＩｔｈｅｃｕｐｂoardsandclosets-overandoveragaln

-toprovetoherthatthekittenswerenotinthehouseAtlastshewasabletoconvinceherselfthatitwasuseless

tolookfOrthemanymore・Ｂｕｔｓｈｅｐｌａｙｓｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｍｉｎｄｒｅａｍｓ，ａｎｄｃｏｏｓｔｏｔｈｅｍａｎｄｃａｔｃｈｅｓｆＯｒｔｈｅｍｓｍａｌｌ
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shadowythings-perhapsevenbringｓｔｏｔｈｅｍｔｈｒｏｕｇｈｓｏｍｅｄｉｍｗｉｎｄｏｗｏｆmemory，asandalofghostIy

straw….（139）

ＴｈａｔＨｅａｒｎｉｎ“Pathological，，chosetofbcusonthisparticularaspectofhiscatperhapsconcealsawishthathisown

motherhadsimilarIｙｍｏｕｒｎｅｄｈｅｒｌｏｓｓｏｆｈｉｍａｆｔｅｒｓｈｅｒｅturnedtoGreecewithouthimHewas，afterall，ｏｎｅｏｆｈｅｒ

"lost，，offSpring,alongwithhisbrothers・Inlightofthesebiographicalfacts,Ｔａｍａｍａｙｂｅｓｅｅｎａｓａｓｕｒｒｏｇａｔｅｆｂｒｈｉs

mother,andthispieceisHearn，ssubconsciousexpressionofalong-heldwishthatshehadmissedhimterriblyandhad

perhapsevenbecoｍｅ‘`pathological，，ｆｉ･ｏｍｔｈｅｔｈｏｕｇｈｔｏｆｎｅｖｅｒｂｅｉｎｇａｂｌｅｔｏｓｅｅｈｉｍａｇａｉｎｎｍａ,however,ｃａｎａｌｓｏ

ｂｅｖｉｅｗｅｄａｓａｓｕｒｒogatefOrHearnhimself:withoutpossessingevenaphotographofherface,LafCadio，Ｓｍotherexisted

fbrhimonlythrougha``dimwindowofmemory,，，andinhisdreamsoflaughingandplayingwithheronceagain

AIthough‘`TheLittleRedKitten，，ａｎｄ“Pathological，，arebothcatstories，ｔｈｅｙｄｉｆｆｅｒｉｎseveralways：Onewas

writteninAmerica,theotherinJapan；oneisahighlyromanticized,maudlinworkoffiction,theotheranon-fictional

attemptatanimalpsychoanalysis;oneisaboutyoungsisterhood,theotheraboutmotherhoodNonetheless,theydohave

certainsuggestivepoiｎｔｓｉｎｃｏｍｍｏｎ：ＢｏthareaboutfemalecatsincaretakerroIes，motherfigureslookingafterchild

figuresBothportraythedepthandenduranceofanimalloveBothdepicttheheroicidealasacombinationofstrength，

tenderness,andloyaltyBothexplorethenatureofmemoryandtheanguishofcopingwithinexplicablelossBothdepict

thetragicconsequencesofhumancrueltyinthecontextofalarge,powerfULanduncaringworldEverycatinboth

stories,olderoryounger,ｉsaninnocentfemalevictimofblind,ｈｕｍａｎinsensitivity

lnrelatingHearn，skindnesstoakittenshehadjustrescue｡,Setsumakesanobservationthatvirtuallyidentifieshim

withthevictimizedcatsinthesestories：

ＩｔｍａｙｓｏｕｎｄｓｔｒａｎｇｅｆＯｒｍｅｔｏｓａｙｔｈｉｓ,ｂｕｔＨｅａｒｎｗａｓａｎｕｔｔｅｒｌｙｈｏｎｅｓｔｍａｎＨｅｄｉｄｎｏｔｈａｖｅａｎｅｖｉｌｔｈｏｕｇｈｔ

ｉｎｈｉｓｈeadlcouldevensayhewasmoretendeｒａｎｄｋｉｎｄｔｈａｎａｗｏｍａｎ・However,ａｓｈｅｈａｄｂｅｅｎｔｏｒｍｅｎｔｅｄ

ａｎｄｍａｄｅｔｏｃrybymaliciouspeoplesincehischildhood,hisstubbornnessandkeensensitivityweresurprising

（`Reminiscences,，trans・byHasegawaYOjiinAMlkj〃肋"zamoro6-7）

Onlyanextremelytender,kind，femininelysensitivemansuchasHearn，ｗｈｏｈａｄｂｅｅｎ“madetocrybymalicious

people，，inhischildhood,couldhavewrittenthesecatstorieswithsuchsympathyandunderstandingoftheirimagined

feelings・Onlyamanwhohadpersonallysufferedfromsociety，scrueltytotheweak,thesmalI,theinfirmthedifferent，

thehelpless,thepoor§thefOreignthefTiendless,andthemotherless-allofwhichhehimselfhadexperiencedatonetime

oranother-couldhave,orperhapsmoreimportantly,wouldhavewrittenthesecattales・

Ｔｏｓｕｍｕｐ，then，Hearn，ｓｉｍａｇｉｎａｔｉｖｅｕｓｅｏｆｃａｔｓｉｎｈｉｓｗｒｉｔingseemstohavebeenassurrogatesfOrhismother

andhimselfandtherolesofcatsinhisworkssuggestacleaｒａｎａｌｏｇｙｔｏｈｉｓｏｗｎｃｏｒｅｄemonsandpsychicwounds：

theincessantlongingofachildfbrhismother,amotherwhomhedesperatelywantedｔｏｍｅｅｔｂｕｔｃｏｕｌｄｎｏｔ,atleast

notinthislife；feelingsofambivalencetowardamotherwholovedhimbutneverthelesscouldnotprotecthimfroma

cruel,brutalworldwherestrengthruledandtheweakwereeasilyvictimized､Itshouldbenoted,however,thatthecats

HearndepictsintheroleofprotectoroftheweakareneverblamedfOrtheirfailure；theytrytheirbest,heroicallybut

invain,againstoverwheImingodds，

Hearn，then，relatedtocatsonseverallevels・Onthemostsuperficiallevel，ｈｅｆｅｌｔｔｈａｔｔｈｅｙｗｅｒｅｓｉｍｐｌｙｇｏｏｄ

ｃｏmpanions,especiallytoafUndamentalIysolitarysoullikehimselfOnadeeperleveLheconsideredthemfascinating

creamreswhosebehaviorwasinterestingandinstructionaltoobserve・TheiractionssometimesfUrnishedhimwith

materialfOr``cross-species，，speculationanditshumancounterpart，‘`cross-cultural，，speculation・However,onanother

level,hefOundinfeIinebehavioranalogiｅｓｔｏｈｉｓｏｗｎｌｉｆｅ，ｓｅｎｄuringlypainMpersonaltragedies,andtheseprompted

himtoliterarycreationThroughhispiecesoncats,Hearngaveexpression,ＣＯnsciouslyornot,tosomeofthedeepest，

mosttraumaticexperiencesofhislife．

Notes

AnecdoterecordedbyElizabethBislandWetmoreinherintroductiontotheLetters（Ｗｒｊｒｊ"gsXm61-62)．Accordingto

Bisland・HeamshotatthemanfOurtimes・ＨｏｗｓｈｅｋｎｏｗｓｔｈｉｓｉｎｆＯｒｍａｔｉｏｎｉｓｎｏtclear．
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２AsimilarexampleofHearn，sfirmbeliefintheinalterabilityofhereditaryhard-wiringappearswhenheconfessesto

ChamberlainthatbehadhadtobreakhisdietofJapanesefbodonlyandgorgeonbeeffOwl,sausage,etc.,inordertoregain

hishealth:``Iamverymuchashamed1ButthefaultisneitherminenorthatoftheJapanese:itisthefaultofmyancestors-the

ferocious,wolfishhereditaryinstinctsandtendenciesofborealmankindThesinsofthefather,etc.”（XIVl33-34)．

３ＳｏｍｅｒｅａｄｅｒｓｍａｙｂｅｃｕｒｉｏｕｓｔｏｋｎｏｗｉｆＨｅａｒｎｓｐｏｋｅｔｏｔｈｅｃａｔｉｎＪａｐａｎｅｓｅｏrinEnglishTheelementarylevelofhis

conversationalabilityinJapanesesuggeststhatheprobablyspoｋｅｔｏｔｈｅｃａｔｉｎＥｎｇｌｉｓｈａｎｄｌａｔｅｒｅｘｐlainedittoSetsuintheir

privateversionoftheJapaneselanguagethattheyplayfUllyreferredtoasthe``Hearniandialect.，，

４HearnhadearlierevictedfromhishomeakurumayafromMatsuewho，likeTklma,hadbetrayedHeam，skindnessandtrust，

ｏｒｓｏＨｅａｍｆｅｌｔ:“IhadboughthimclothesandgivenhimaltogetherfOurteenyenandfiftysen,besideshisboardandlodging

-inｃｌｕｄｉｎｇｆｉｖｅｙｅｎｔｏｇｏｂａｃｋｗｉｔｈＢｕｔhehadsquanderedhisｌｉｔｔｌｅmoney…．Icouldnothelphimanymore：fbrhis

cunningnessandfOolishnesstogethermadeitimpossibletokeephimadaylongerinthehouse"(LettertoNishidaPecember

l89LXIV178）．

SAnotherwork,‘`ＴｈｅＢｏｙＷｈｏＤｒｅｗＣａｔｓ,，，appearedin］８９８，butdespitetheirappearanceinthetitle,ｃａｔｓａｒｅｎｏｔｔｈｅｆＯｃｕｓ

ｏｆｔｈｅｓｔｏｒｖ・Ａｔｔｈｅｅｎｄ，ｔｈｅboy，ｓｃａｔｄｒａｗｉｎｇｓａｐｐｅａｒｔｏｈａｖｅｃｏｍｅａｌiveanddestroyedanenonnousrat-likemonster,thus

savingtheboy，ｓ］ifeButasthestoryisfUndamentallｙａｂouttheboy,notthecats,Idonotdiscussithere．
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