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An approach to preparing lectures on teacher training in law-related education,
through the use of made-to—order lectures on the citizen. judge system in criminal
proceedings, organized and given where required by the Kumamoto District Court

Rieko Urpa

Abstract

The promotion of law-related education in primary, junior high, and high schools has become
increasingly important as a popular base of the new justice system reform, which requires every-
one to take an active part in the justice system. For example, the Ministry of Justice established study
groups, some results of which are teaching materials and several conferences, among others.
However, educational methods in the field of law-related education within the teacher training fac-
ulty seem to have been overlooked.

This report outlines an approach to put together an appropriate. legal education program for a
teacher training course, introducing lectures provided by the Kumamoto District Court, prepared for
public relations, on the citizen judge system in criminal proceedings. Furthermore, it aims to pro-
voke discussion and suggestions for training future teachers in the field of law-related education.

After reading through questionnaires and comments submitted by students, it became clear that
the majority of them had a better understanding and thought more about the citizen judge system than
they had previously. On the other hand, few 'of them seemed to be aware of the necessity of lec-
tures for teacher training. More interdepartmental cooperation among staff is necessary in order to

train future teachérs in this field.
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