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CURRENT ISSUES AND PROSPECTS OF LIFELONG
LEARNING ACTIVITIES IN KUMAMOTO UNIVERSITY

Takuya MARUYAMA and Kazuyuki YAKABE

This article summarizes the current issues and prospects of lifelong learning
activities organized by the Center for Policy Studies in Kumamoto University on the
basis of a questionnaire survey for participants in 2010 and interviews with staff
related to these activities. The ongoing open lectures can be categorized into
Kumamoto studies, art and culture studies, health studies, and skill development
studies. The participants of each lecture are generally highly satisfied, and they
understand the contents of the lectures well. The rate of repeaters and way to know
open lectures are quite different among lectures and these are useful implications for
future publicity activities. However, the lectures organized by this center are not
flexible and decision making is not expeditious because it has to follow the
standardized system of the university. Most of these open lectures are given by the
same lecturers every year. In light of this, we suggest several prospects for the
improvement of these activities in the future.
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