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The development and Evaluation of a “Brain Death/Organ Transplant”
Lesson Program for Junior High School Students

Yaeko YAMANASHI

(Received October 29, 2010)

This is a compilation of evaluations of lesson programs about brain death and organ
transplants that the author conducted for junior high students. The first effort was a
cross-subject program (social studies and physical education) carried out in 2000. This
program was largely reconfigured and conducted again in 2007.

The aim of the program was to :

1) Raise student interest in the topic of brain death and organ transplants,

2) Raise awareness regarding the complexity of the subject and the necessity of having
adequate information, knowledge, and engaged thinking about brain death and organ
transplants, and

3) Stimulate continued thought and discussion regarding brain death and organ
transplant problems and issues.

Questionnaire surveys were conducted before and after the program lessons. Results
were compared, and the validity of the program was evaluated. The resulting conclusions
were made from the results and evaluation :

1) The program was successful in raising student interest in the topic and led to the

acquisition of fundamental knowledge about brain death and organ transplants,

2) The program was successful in stimulating discussion and deeper thinking regarding

brain death and organ transplants, and

3) The program appeared to be instrumental in changing student attitudes towards

becoming organ donors. Before the program lessons, 52.4% of the students
expressed the intention of being a donor. Following the lessons, the number rose to
57.9%. It can be inferred that the program lessons led to more in—depth thinking
and a more conscious decision—-making process.
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