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Market Laws in Nineteenth-Century America: Market Regulations and “Public
Economy” (2)

Hiroki SampEl

ZE (Summary)

Public markets in the first half of nineteenth-century America were in no sense the free space for “market economy,” but the
public space for “public economy” regulated by municipal governments. The public regulation of markets, however, was repealed
first in New York, the biggest commercial metropolis in the USA. This article analyzes the background and context of the repeal
of this regulation in New York, taking up the “meat shop controversy” of the 1830s and 1840s. During the “meat shop controversy,”
there emerged clearly the political attitude of the city government that ignored the public nature of the markets and used them only
for the source of funds for the city finances. The legalization of meat shops in 1843, forcibly changed the system of public markets
in New York, but the public control of urban food continued to be retained in New York, in the mid-nineteenth century.
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The Market Committee will Rent [
Stands in the New Market recently erected on {
fronting on Spring, Washington and West-Street:
as the CLIN' ON MARKET ; the Stands are |
Public Auction, in one of the Court Rooms of the
on TUESDAY the Lith day of April, inst. The
mence at 12 o'clock, of that day, on the followi

1st. Each Stand to be rented for one year, from the 1
such person ws will give the highest sum of money for the occupntion thereuf, o
= which is payable quarterly. in advance.

. 2. No person except a Liconsed Butcher (ar thase who may be specinlly an
permitted 1o bid, nor can any person holding o sand in oth:
reendlering his other stand. neither can soy one who is now in

¥ of the aforesaid paxments, the )
cfeiied to the Corparntion, of which they shall be the sole j

4ih. 3 tand ean be trapsferred from ane persol
mman Conneil, and no person can sell ot any stand,

Sth, Sueh person as juay rent elther af the ahar, ‘s
& License for the saine, nnd shall in all things eanfaem to the roles and
naners of the Corporstion which vow are in furce, ar which may heres
the public Morkets o S

Gth. The Yeurs Beat, an each Stand, are as follows, vig:—

On Ne. 15, 16, 23, 24, 25, 20, 25, 87 aul ,ﬁg

On No. 15, 20, 22, 30, 82, 34 anl 30, being f
And on No, 17, 10, 21, 27, 20, 31, 33 & 45, beingan
‘Further Terms and Conditions, made koowi ut 1 "

New-York, April Lst, 1529,
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