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Reexamination of Botanical foods utilization and Polished stone
tools of Initial and Early Jomon in Southern Kyushu
Hiroki OBaTa

HyE

Some archaeological scholars have stressed the ecological superiority of Southern
Kyushu region under the evergreen forest in Initial and Early Jomon, which brings forth
earlier appearance of muss consumption of pottery and large scale settlements (residence)
than other regions. They name as evidences some polished stone instruments, such as
“Sickle shaped stone tool (byname is Backed stone tool)”, saddle-quern, grindstone,
polished stone axe and chipped stone axe. It is considered that they were all used for cutting
weed grass and woods, gathering roots and grinding acorns and mean excellent utilization
of botanical foods. And the sites with these stone instruments are tend to be considered as
there was intensive utilization of plant resources at there.

On a point of view of polished stone tool production, however, we can regard a portion
of the finished tools as just roughouts and by-products yielded during its production process
and perceive that all these sits with same character are located near the shale outcrop points
of Shimanto supergroup. After all, looking at these sites with abundant polished stone tools
in a different light, the sites to be considered merely “studios™ producing polished stone
instruments like axes and arrowheads. In addition, botani-archacologial data from these
sites tend to support our hypothesis. In both Initial and Early Jomon samples there are only
charred acomns of deciduous oak suggesting that the sites were not under the evergreen
forest but the deciduous forest. The environment around the sites is not different from that
in Northeastern Honshu Island particularly at that time and there is no ecological
superiority.

This paper will try to reexamine the theory of “Southern Kyushu Superiority” through
the analysis of stone tool making process and structure in archaeological context.

Key words: Polished stone instrument, Botanical foods utilization, Sickle shaped stone
tool, Initiat and Early Jomon, Southern Kyushu
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