REARERRFE $£125, 1-6, 1995

HE - EEREFYROLE L AR ~DBRIEMIMEDL Y
# —- W

Postures and Manipulations of an Infant with Profound and
Multiple Learning Difficulties

Kazutaka SHIN

(Received October 3, 1994)

This research was designed to investigate postures and manipulations of an infant
with profound and multiple learning difficulties. The female subject, who is five years
and five months old, is an infant with profound and multiple learning difficulties,
suffering from hypotonus, atrophy of the brain and severe mental retardation. We made
a hypothesis that postures and manipulations is mutually related and we also observed
what behaviors appear in subject while the teaching materials were presented. Changing
or unchanging her posture, she turned on the switch of the teaching material and ringed
the chime by/with some parts of her body. While she changes her posture, there were
behaviors that the switch was turned on by her mouth, chin and shoulder in sitting
position on the chair. While she keeps her posture sitting up, we could see her behaviors ;
For example, (i)she reached the mirror in the supine position, (ii) she kicked the switch
by her leg sitting on chair, (iii)she reached the switch putting her elbow on the desk, that
is, she reached the switch after she carried her hand to her mouth. In her position of
sitting on the chair in front of the desk, she reached and slided the wooden knob along
the board. At this moment, she controlled her posture moving her body forward and
backward. Judging from the facts we mentioned above, our conclusion is that in an
infant with profound and multiple learning difficulties the posture restricts the manipula-
tion, otherwise the manipultion is performed in terms of changing the posture.

Key words: manipulation,parts of body,posture,profound and multiple learning diffi-
culties
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