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The Formation of Verbal Behaviors for
Multiple Handicapped Children

Kazutaka SHIN

(Received November 14, 1995)

This paper is designed to carry out research into the formation of verbal behaviors
for multiple handicapped children. Umezu (1980) classified sign system from the angle of
genesis and construction principle of signs. The sign system activity plays the central
role in the self regulation activity of behaviors. Sign system consists of aboriginal sign
system and constructive sign system. Constructive sign system consists of symbolic sign
system and non-symbolic sign system. Symbolic sign system is constituted on similarity
to the event. Non-symbolic sign system consists of gestalt-qualitative sign system and
molecule-synthetic sign system. Non-symbolic sign system is constituted on the next
principle. Though there are difference between the sign system and the event system,
while children consider the sign system and the event system as the same thing, they
operate the sign system. Symbolic sign system is more readily learned as a sign in a child
due to its similarity to the event system. Non-symbolic.sign system is difficult to learn
due to its constructive principle. It is usually most difficult to establish the molecular-
synthetic sign system as signs, as there are many steps of learning to operate the
molecular-synthetic sign system freely.
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