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The Limits to Experiential Learning within the “Friendship Program”

Genzo NakAYAMA

Abstract
Basic competences in professional teaching should be developed through the practice-based
experiential learning in pre-service teacher training, so called the “Friendship Program”. In this study,
three phases of limitations to such experiential learning were identified, based on the goal attain-
ment levels of college students assessed by the Three Dimensional Rubric (Nakayama, 2005).

(1)

First-hands experience in interacting with children does not always promote the intellectual

development in understanding children’s behavior and characteristics, but is sometimes only

limited to enjoying and doing activities.
(2)

Both developmental levels in observing children and levels of understanding of children are

often limited to the individual and personal perception, clearly distinguished from the objec-

tive theory.
(3)

Outcomes of experiential learning can be rarely integrated with student-practice-teaching or

academic knowledge and skills in pedagogy, psychology, curriculum and instruction, subject

contents etc., that are outreached areas of the Program.

Thus, goal settings and instructional strategies should be individualized in order to cope with the
goal attainment levels of individual students, which are mainly limited to the abovementioned three

phases.

As to goal settings, re-orientation towards the.enrichment of humanity as professional

teachers might be an alternative way to be taken into account.
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