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The Nodal Region on Rikubetsu Town,
Hokkaido Prefecture in Japan
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Rikubetsu Town is the periphery of the two center: Obihiro City and Kitami City. We measured that how the

town depend on the two center. The results are as follows:

Rikubetsu belongs to the Ashoro Town commuter area. Thus, in the commuter, Rikubetsu has links with the
Tokachi region. Similarly, in visiting relatives and friends, Rikubetsu has strong links with the Tokachi region. On
the other hand, Rikubetsu belongs to the Kitami trading area and medical care zone. Rikubetsu residents, as well as
shopping goods, which depend on grocery shopping in Kitami.

In conclusion, Rikubetsu has traditionally stronger ties between Tokachi region. However, because of
motorization and changes in retailers, in some aspects, Rikubetsu became positioned on the periphery of Kitami.
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