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Abstract

Thispaperinvestigatedthesuitabilityofapre-testpost-testclozeprocedureasameasureofreadingprogressin

anextensivereadingclassatahigh-levelJapanesehighschool､Resultsshowedthetesttobereliable,consistent

withaconstructofreadingHuencyandsensitivetoimprovementinreadingproficiency．

Intr0duction

1,2004,Itookoveraclasstitled“RapidReading，'atahigh-levelpublichighschooli、Japan・Theelective,open

toallyears,wasattendedby21students-withoneenteringpart-waythroughandanotherleaving、Moststudentshad

excelledintheregularJapanesepublicschoolsystemandwereexpectedtoentertopuniversitiesinJapan,ortostudy

overseasaftergraduation・Ｔｈｅｒｅｗｅｒｅａｌｓｏｓｏｍｅｒｅｔｕｍｅｅｓｉｎｔｈｅclass，Thepreviousteacherhadusedbookreports

andreadingjoumalsasthebasisfbrevaluationsincehealsohadmostofthesamestudentsinawritingclass,allowing

himtodisambiguatewritingskillfiPomprogressinreadi､9．Ｉｎｍｙｃａｓｅ,Isawthesestudentsonlyinthisreadingclass

solwantedtotestprogressdirectlythroughreadingratherthanindirectlythroughwriting，

Atthetime,Ibelievedthatthebenefitsofextensivercadingdependedmostlyonthestudentinteractingwiththe

material，ｎｏｔｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｔｅａｃｈｅｒｏｒｗｉｔｈclassmates・Theteachermayguidestudents，expectationsandstrategies,give

theminfbrmationonselectingmaterials,offbrencouragement,monitorprogressandmodelthepracticeofextensive

rcadingitself;butshouldotherwisestayoutofthewayandletstudentsread，Inadditiontothelimitedopportunities

fbrinteraction,andthewindowfbrevaluationtheymightaffbrd,thefacteachstudentwasreadingdifferentbooks,had

widelyvaryingabilities,ａｎｄthattherewasnovisibleproduct,placedunusualdemandsondesigningassessment・After

consideringmyoptions,Idecidedtotestthetargetskillasdirectlyaspossibleusingaclozetest，Inordertocalibrate

progresstotheabilitylevelofeachstudent,atestwasadministeredatthestartofthecourseandacomparlsonwas

drawnbetweenthisandthefinaltestusingRaschanalysis、

Ｔｈｉｓpaperinvestigatedthesuitabilityoftheclozetestasameasureofreadingproficiencyintheclassroomcontext・

Resultsshowedittobereliable,consistentwithaconstructofreadingfluencyandsensitivetoimprovementinreading

proficiency．

Literaturereview

Ｉ、ordertojudgethevalidityofatest,onemustanalyzethetargetskillanditsprQjecteduseintherealworldand

theextenttowhichthetestresemblesorreproducesthesameskillorsetofsub-skills，Inaddition,itisdesirablefbr

testingtoreflecttheskillasitwastrained、Ｉｗｉｌｌｎｏｗｓｕｍｍａｒｉｚｅｓomemalorperspectivesonthereadingprocessas

backgmundfbrassessingtheappropriatenessoftheclozetestfbrevaluatingreading

LaBeIgeandSamuels(1974)conceivedofreadingasbeingcomposedoftwoprocesses,decodingandcomprehension．
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AHuentreader,throughautomaticdecoding，isabletodevotealmostconstantattentiontocomprehensionprocesses

whileanon-Huentreadermustaltemateattentionbetweendecodingandcomprehension・Comprehension,therefbre，

dependsonfluentdecoding、

Butautomaticityindecodingisonlyonepieceofthepuzzle、Anderson（1984)showedtheinteractionbetweenthe

text,asdecoded,andthereader，sbackgrolmdknowledgeinwhathecalledschematheory・Hepositedthatthereader

searchesｆｂｒａｍａｔｃｈｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｅｍｅｓｓａｇｅａｓｄｅcodedandanintemretationconsistentwithhisexistingknowledge・

Helistssixfimctionsofschemainthereadingprocess:ｌ）schemamayprovideaslotfbrcertaininfbrmationsuchas

aslotfbrthemurderweaponinamysterynove1,2）itdirectsattentiontoimportantpartsofatext3）itallowsareader

togobeyondtheexplicitandliteral,tomakeinfbrences4）itguidessearchesofmemoryうpermitti､ｇquickrecallof

relatedelementslikethefbodslikelytoappearwhenafinerestaurantschemaisactivated,and６）itcanhelpgenerate

hypothesesaboutgaps・

Goodman（1976）portrayedreadingasa"psycholinguisticguessinggame"withthreeelementsinplay:graphic，

syntacticandsemantic、Similarly,Just＆Calpenter（1980)positedthatIeadinginvolvescontemporaneousprocesses

ofl）lexicalaccess2)assigningcase,and3)integratingclauses・Eachmaybeprocessedseriallyorautomatically・

Clozetestsinvolveahighlysimilarsetofskillsandprocessesasidentifiedinthereadingprocessabove，Readers

mustdecodefluentlyenoughtoallowattentiontoshifitocomprehensio､，ｗｈｉｃｈｆｂｒｍｓｔｈｅｂａｓｉｓｆｂｒｍａｋｉｎｇｔｈｅ

inferencesneededtoprovideasuitablewordfbreachslot・Theymustaccesswordstheyknow,matchingthecorrect

meaningandassigningthepropercase・Ｔｈｅｙmusttakeintoaccountthecontextofthelocalclauseandsentence,and

beyondthis,mustfititwiththebroaderdemandsofthediscoursepattemandtheschemaofthetopic・Itseemsreading

theorywouldsupporttheclozetestasagoodapproximationofthetalgetskill．

Instrument

TheinstrumentselectedhadtomeetseveralcriteriaFirstofall,ithadtobeabletoassessstudentswhohadbeen

readingdifferentmaterials,whichmeantithadtotestreadingabilityingeneral、Second,ithadtobesensitiveenough

todetecttheprogressofeachstudentovertheperiodofthecourse,notjustshowrankingofonestudentagainst

another・Third，ithadtohavefacevalidity、Inparticular,Ｉｗａｎｔｅｄａｔｅｓｔｔｈａｔｗａｓｓｅｅｎａｓａｃｒｅｄiblemeasureof

readingabilitysothatmyunusualapproachofmostlyreadingratherthan"teaching"couldbejustifiedtoadministrators，

colleagues,ａｎｄｔｏｓｔudentsthemselves、Forthisreason,ａｎｄfbrthesakeofconstructvalidity,Iwantedatestthatwas

pattemedascloselyaspossibleonthetaIgetskill・Andlastlyうithadtobeeasytocreate,toadministenandtomark・

Ｔｈｅｒａｎｄｏｍｃｌｏｚｅｔｅｓｔｗａｓｃｈｏｓｅｎｂｙａｃｏｍｂｉｎａｔｉｏｎｏｆｉｔｓｏｗｎｍｅｒｉｔｓａｎｄｂｙotherpossibilitiesbeingeasily

eliminatedltshouldbenotedthatlongandcarefillconsiderationofeachpossibilitywasnotpossible・Ihadtaken

thisjobonrecentlybanditwasoneamongmanycoursessopreparationtimewaslimitedFurthermore,assessmenthad

tobesetbefbrethecoｕｒｓｅｂｅｇａｎｉｆｌｗａｓｇｏｉｎｇｔｏｄｏａpre-testwhichlhaddeterminedearlyonmustbedoneinorder

togaugeindividualprogress、Readingprosodytestswerenotagoodcandidateduethesubjectivityofthemarking

Multiplechoicetestshaveavarietyofflaws,chieflythattheydonotreproducethetargetskillwellandarenotoriously

difficulttoconstruct、Andreadingspeedtestswereeliminatedfbrfacevalidity-itcanbearguedthatonecanread

speedilywithouttherequisitecomprehension，

Onthepositiveside,therandomclozequicklymadeitselfobviousasastrongcandidate、Firstofall,itwasclose

tothetargetskillasoutlinedintheliteratureabove,butmorethanthat,itresembledextensivereadingitselfStudents

readanextendedtextandinfermeaningandfimctiontounknownwordsjustastheydoinaclozetest，Moreov“with

therecommendationthatstudentschoosebookswheretheyca、understand９５％ｏｆｔｈｅｗｏｒｄｓｏｎａｐage,theclozecould

beadjustedtoreproducethisratiobyblankinglof20wordsratherthantheconventionallof7orlofl41naddition，

ａlargenumberofquestionscanbeput,improvingreliability・Researchshowsthatatleast50deletionsareneededto

assurereliability(Alderson,2000)．

Itiseasilyadministered，ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｗｈｏｌｅｃｌａｓｓｔａｋｉｎｇｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｅｓｔａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ；andiseasilymarkedwith

answersbeingeitherrightorwrong・Furthemlore,thedatawouldeasilybeanalyzableusingRaschanalysiswhich
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couldfilrtherenhancereliabilitybyassigningmoredifficultquestionsmoreweight,bymakingequivalenttests

comparable,andbyeliminatingbadlyperfbrmingitemswhichconfUsetheresults、

Ultimately,thetestwasconstructedoffbursections,eachwith25blanks、EachsectionwasexcerptedfiFomagraded

readerwitheachmovingtoahigherleveLBlankswe配assignedevery20wordswithexceptionsfbrthefirstwordina

sentenceandpropernouns，Whenablankfbllononeofthese,theblankwasmoved20wordsfbrward・

Ａｎｉｔｅｍｗａｓｍａｒｋｅｄｒｉｇｈｔｉｆｔｈｅａｎｓｗｅrwasacceptablebothinmeaningandｇｒａｍｍaticalcaseandwasmarked

wrongifitwasinconFectineithersense,amarkingapproachwhichis色irtohigherlevelstudentswhoarecapable

ofcomingupwithmultiplecorTectanswers（Kobayashi,2002)．Correctanswerswerejudgedwhilemarking,then
recordedinacommonanswerbankfbrreference．

ReSultS

AsmentionedearlientheRaschmodelallowsmeasurestobeanchoredintheresultsofequivalenttestsaslongas

thereisoverlappingdata・Tbmakethiscomparisonmbust,onesectionofthetestwasretainedinthepost-test・

ThepersonmeasuresinTnblelrevealaveryhighlevelofreliability(､92inApriland,89inJanuarywithseparation

of3､45and283respectively)indicatingthattheorderingofabilitylevelsisunlikelytochangegiventhesamestudents
takinganequivalenttest．

Tｾlblel

A"cﾙo“pe応o"〃e“z"ＥＳ./bMprﾉﾉp"-resrα"d､ﾉb”α〃posﾉーﾉesr

旦聖．

3.45

2.83

Tbst

Aprilpre-test

Januaryfinal

Measure SＤ

10.75

8.95

6７

●岡
一
理
酌

Firstofall,theclozetestshoweditselfbywayoftheoutfitmeansquare,tobeoperatingonasingleconstruct・

Thisisaninference,butonesupportedbythecloserelationoftheclozetesttothetalgetskill・Itinvolvesanextended

stretchofreading(morcthan2000words），whichiscomparabletothelengthyreadingencounteredintrainingln

termsofreadingskills,theclozefbrcesstudentstoproducewordsappropriateinbothmeaningandfimctiontofitan

overalltopicschema,adiscoursecontext,andmorelocalizedcollocations,asinreadingasconceptualizedintheory・

ReliabilitywasrevealedtobeveIyhighinbothtestsandtheseparationestimatesweresmall,meaningwecanhave

confidencethatthelargegain,２２％overthefirsttest,hasahighprobabilityofbeingreproduced・Giventhisaccuracy

andtheeaseofconstructionandadministmtion,itwouldseemtheclozeishighlyapplicabletotheclassroomsituation．

-2.73

17.28 20.01

Thepost-test,anchoredinthepre-testfbrcompanSon,showsagainof201ogits,ｏｒabout２２％overthepre-test、

ConstructvalidityisinfbrredinRaschanalysisbymeasuringtheexteｎｔｔｏｗｈｉｃｈｉｔｅｍｓｌｉｅａｌｏｎｇａｓｉｎｇｌｅline，

theputativeconstruct，ThismeasureistakenfiPomfltstatistics,Ａｆｉｇｕｒｅｏflessthan2intheoutfitmeansquare

showsacceptablefittoasingleline、Aprilresultsyieldedafigureof､９６andJanuaIyproducedanevenl・Oshowing

unidimensionalityand,byinference,confbrmitytoanunderlyingconstruct．

Discussion
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Limitations

Asmentionedattheoutset,theschoolwashigh-level、Butmorethanthat,itwasanelectiveclass,opentoallgmdes，

thercbygatheringonlythosewhowerethemostmotivatedandprobablythemostskilled・Ihavegiventheeasiest

sectionofthetextataloweILlevelunive応ity,wherestudentswercmostlyunabletoanswermorethanafewquestions，

andatahigh-leveluniversity,wheresecondyearspecialistsinEnglishwerescarcelyabletomatchtheperfbImance

ofthesehighschoolstudents、Iwouldsay,therefbre,thatthesortofclozetestlconductedmightbeill-suitedtomost

Japaneseschoolsettings・

HoweveEmodificationsmightbepossible，Forexample,studentscouldchoosefromalimitedsetofperhaps3or4

words・Ifthesewereembeddedinsentences,andthestudenthadonlytocirclethebestanswenitcouldallowthemto

continuetheHowofreadingwiththeonlyminimalinterruption,ａｎｄｔosucccedatthcmucheasierrecognitionlevel・

Inthisway§onemightpreservethemanyadvantagesoftheclozeasatestofreadingwhileadjustingtothemoreusual

levelwefindamongJapancsestudcnts．
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