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Crossing the Borders of Race and Sexuality:
The Southern Body Politic in Orpheus Descending
Satoru Nacano
ABSTRACT

Racial issues are seldom addressed explicitly in the plays of Tennessee Williams in comparison with those of other writers from
the American South. Although black characters do not often appear in his dramatic world, Williams’ many white characters,
including Val Xavier in Orpheus Descending, become the representations of blackness or racial hybridity which manifest
themselves as the irreducibly complex intersections of race and sexuality in the South. Focusing on Val Xavier, the attractive
stranger in the small Mississippi town of Two River County, who is finally lynched over the accusation of seducing women, this
essay attempts to read his white male body with sexual potency as the representation of racial hybridity. It then argues how the
lynching of Val’s racialized body functions as a public space in which the lynchers perform their masculine role of removing a sex-
ual/racial threat and display white male superiority.
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bMbsT s VE@ELT, Y= A7 - =7 A (Jabe Torrance) & L 74 - b—F ¥ A (Lady
Torrance) D KIHEELRR. b — « V7 7 —BRIZPIFET % 1 B SCHMEHI BE D BEREAS WAL L THB Y .
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MMREZE  (Sheriff Talbot), ¥ —7 4 — -« 7 4 =2 7 X (Pee Wee Winnings). LT Ky 7 « nw—
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