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Clare and the Common People
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I have made a few more enquirf{i]es respecting those strangers whom the ‘Hue & Cry’ leads me to suspect are
the [?creators] of those horrid mysterys that darkness envelops & daylight discovers — The Gig was very light
& apparently small for two men to occupy one was dressed in a light great coat & the other in a dark one
they came in at a end of the town no strangers ever enters as it is a bye road leading no where but to bye places
— they passed my father & another & asked the way for Spalding when near the public Hous ‘Blue Bell’
they met another man on horseback who either before or after stopt at the Bell & called for a glass of Gin —
his appearance & manner waked the suspicions of Mrs Bradford who thought that these [?cowards ] was of too
much mystery to be honest — the day after this — Dr Johnsons stacks at spalding was destroyed *’
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Last week a strange man on horseback in a shooting jack[e]t sort of coat galloped over Mr [?Tweelys] Farm like
a madman leaping a hedge & ditch & stopping at nothing in passing a labourer making straw he hastily cried
out ‘Well* you are getting straw whose Farm is it" & on the mans telling him he said aye aye it will make
a fine stack — & instantly galloped off & dissappeared ‘Will’ was the name of the labourer who declared that
he had never seen the man on horseback in his life before & the ploughmen in the neighbouring grounds held their
consultations on the matter of the mystery with the labourer & came to the conclusion that it must be the devil
on horseback in fact it was a ‘devils drive’ neck or nothing — & on saturday night that horrid tragedy in deeping
fen occured which chills my blood almost into water to think of — Is there no trace to track the tyger to his den
whose ruinous actions are so legible & so heartrending — the above statement is partly my own observation &
partly hearsay *’ *Will
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I have been often astonished at the humbug of the fashions of parlimentary pretentions & have since been alarmed
at the upstir of fire & famine & such like currencys & under the influence of these ridicules I have scribbled a
poem of 50 verses detailing the alarms *’
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in the winter it was dangerous for any lone person to go even a journey to Peterbro — such was the state of feeling
among that useful but ignorant class of people our peasantry that mischief became so predominant & daring as
to threaten the peacable even in their cottages & I hope for the sake of my own feelings never to see such another
threatning winter again — for I fear there is even in our day a class of desperadoes little or no better than the
rabble that made up the army of Jack Cade

‘a ragged multitude

‘Of hinds & peasants rude & merciless
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‘All scholars lawyers courtiers gentlemen

‘They call false caterpillars & intend their death’
the universal wish of such ignorance is ‘that henceforward all things shall be in common’ & surely when such
a desperate flood gathers into strength — the mind must feel terror at its threatning destruction — their passions
are not softened by reason or guided by common sense — the mob impulse of the moment kindles their minds
into mischivous intentions & reflection never stays their course for a moment brute strength is all they possess
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& it is as dangerous a monopoly in the hands of a mob as it is in that of so many savages & 1 may say I never
saw so terrible a threatening of rev[o]lutionary forbodings as there was in the maschine breaking & grain
destroying mania of last winter — & I am sorry to say they had too much apology for joining in such disturbances
as their wants had been so long neglected as to be entirely forgotten untill it burst out into the terrible jepordays °’

Rz L A CTIBI 278120 LBRHOEIVWTVS, REOMLVEBFIZEMIC L > TS oY, B
KEoTilidAhs I A, #o512@ [KE] PRMLTVWBEDT, 2L T7Iid [REIZEARK
(peasantry) #f{ELTWiv], T4 [BE2b-oTWEHLIEIVZIARV] LEZTWS, ZLTHRBERAT
WADIE, BECSEHDES, REBLETARUNY T XLINLTTHS. LALEIS, HIIMEAR
%, ThbbBEFHEOERBIIEVEERIN, o/ ENLNTLE->TVT, DWIIFNIIERA LVWE
R LI TRETHEN). 7L TIL, WODRNDOFEEERVCEER S NEITZHEOCORPETHL L
Iz, " ZO—MiTEERZ LI, #ROBEEBMOMANOBIEIZBVWTRLN/A L) %, BALVWEGD
B ELES>TWADE INETCRER LA PRV ERRTWAEFTTHA. L2L, KDLEDIZEHIC
BETHA)., Fhid [RELRIETTY, BEFT o2 ERLR, DWIIERA LWERGIRIEIZ R 72D T,
WoHDRHDL ) LEIECEMTEDIEEb 2L I RIETT] twviaoT, MEABBIERPDOELAE L >TWVD
SLEILTHFEFTANTVABERTHAS. COEI LRI VTORINIAAL 2 T ORI TE T ENL Y
LERIGEE LTHELTWS, 77V AEGIRIEFNSRNCEAEGTH oo VWIHREZ L TICE52TWish,
HEVNIT T AEGEBETHILDPFALLTOACOBRE) { THDOTII WA LD, 6h,
NEGELVDPRBVWREORNE /LT IRBEIIHLBETSH. ¥ LIANEF) RN %, BRICE BRI
EFNL Y OBEANDHD LT, 7L TIIEELZ5ERITHE LARELREL TS, ZOHMTIE, BNh
YITET A RENDOREE, B UREANOHBZFERIGENTWS, IOREADKIL, BEE - ESH5A -
GRS - RGEL EOENEITENMEL Lo THNS.
F/18324E | HOHDY— Y 2R AFOBMTZ LTIZRD L) IZH VTS,

I am no politician but I think a reform is wanted — not the reform of mobs where the bettering of the many is
only an apology for injuring the few — nor the reform of partys where the benefits of one is the destruction of
the other but a reform that would do good & hurt none — I am sorry to see that the wild notions of public spouters
always keep this reform out of sight — & as extreams must be met by extreams — the good is always lost like
a plentiful harvest in bad weather — mobs never were remembered for a good action but I am sorry to see it now
& then verging into the middle classes of society whose knowledge ought to teach them commonsense &
humanity for if they have it they never let it get into their speeches”
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The Farmer as usual is on the look out for ‘high prices’ & ‘better markets’ as he stiles them altho these markets
are always known to be curses to the cottager the labourer & the poor mechanic
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Some years back when grain sold at 5 & 6 guineas a quarter I can point out a many villages where the Farmers
under a combination for each others inter[e]sts would give no more in winter then* 10 Shillings per Week — I
will not say that all did so for in a many places & at that very time Farmers whose good intentions was ‘to live
& let live’ gave from 12 to 15 shillings per week & these men would again do the same thing but they could
not compel others & there it is were** the poor man looses the benefit that ought to fall to him from the farmers
‘better markets’ & ‘high prices’ for corn — I hope Mr Editor that I do not offend by my plain speaking for I wish
only to be satisfied about these few particulars'”’ *than **where
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Masters unstrung their purses & said to their men
Twas all their intentions before

To give better wages — tho nine out of ten

Only gave it till danger was oer'”
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If the nessesitys of the poor are always to be left to the mercy of anothers prosperity — their oppressions in a
general way will always be permanant & their benefits ever precarious thousands of poor will be left as destitute
of comfort under the high prices of the Farmers interests as thousands of the poor are now""’
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the wealthy talk of opressions but they only have a tythe of the oppressions felt by the poor — they only complain
in the loss of high prices for their merchandise by which they quickly amassed large fortunes to be as quickly
converted into [blank] for their familys — but at the same time the poor man was starving amidst his family with
not even sufficient food to give them — thus it is justly said that while England was increasing in wealth she
was increasing in poverty'”'
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Every farmer is growing into an orator & every village into a Forum of speech making & political squabbles —
the general good is the universal out cry of these speakers & peti[tiJoners but self interest is the undoubted spirit
that puts all in motion — the poor cottager & the little freeholder is called upon to back their intentions that good
may come — & yet I am as full of doubt respecting the good of the poor man by this bustle & bother of helping
him as I was when he sank alone in his poverty & not a hand was raised to help him or a voice was heard in his
favour — there was a time when the prosperity of other[s] was universaly popular yet at that very time the poor
man was as an alien in a strange land — he was not suffered even to open his mouth about his distresses for if
[he] had he would have been instantly thrust into jail as a raiser of mobs & seditions & who were the lords &
tyrants of every village that treated the rights of the poor with such contempt as not even to let the murmurs of
sorrow to go unpunished — why these very farmers who are now raising up mobs themselves — they were
metamorphosed into special constables & paraded the dirty streets with shouldered muskets in all the swaggering
awkwardness of the raw lobsters that now infest the metropolis — & if a poor man only smiled upon the
ridiculous groups of armed animals when it was almost impossible to resist laughter he was instantly seized &

guarded 1o prison by these files of reduculous assumptions'®
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Fair speakers got up of real goodness to teach

They had said — & done nothing before

& danger like steam might force good in the speech
Which might fall when the danger was oer

For the law it still looked upon wrong as its right
The placeman still hankered for spoil

& some were for taxes & some were for tythes
While labour was starving at toil"”
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he (the poor man) has a many burthens worse thefn] * public taxes he is taxed by a numerous fry that the
rich man never knows or dreams of for his modicums of nessesary food he goes to the petty village retailer who
sells him the very worst articles at the highest price to be sure he could get better at the market & low prices
but he has not the money & who will credit strangers & these poor men'” *than
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I repeat the abolition of these taxes that would confer benefit to all would {I alow} in the end benefit the poor
— like a sun burst from a cloud it would smile upon them in time for I dare say they would be the last that
struggled out of the shadow of poverty™
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There is a great out cry against the taxes & I for one thought these great burthens on my class the poor & common
people — but I find I am mistaken — for since I thought so taxes have been taken of[f] of articles that may be
said to be lifes nessesitys rather than comforts of the poor & yet these nessesitys are almost aye even to a fraction
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as dear as they were before
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I feel as common sense dictates & I think that a universal reduction of tythes — clerical livings — placemens
pensions — & taxes — & all renovated & placed upon a reasonable equality suitable to the present decreased
value of money & property is the only way to bring salvation to the country®
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Politicians are known to be exceedingly wise as far as regards themselves & we have heard of one who tho his
whole thoughts seemd constantly professing the good of his country yet he was cunning enough to keep one
thought to himself in the hour of danger”
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The Parson is now stirring up to radicalism (which some years ago he cryed down as infidelity) for a reduction
of taxes merely because he sees that something must be done & as he wishes to keep his tythes & his immense
livings untouched he throws the burthen on government*”
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It is not at all nessesary that the laws of nations should be conformable to the creeds & opinions of their several
religions in every point because then the laws would be partialy favourable to the clergy & they would grow as
its power when others would often be left in oppression so it is always nessesary that the laws of nations be
conformable to the equality of all having a just & equal equilibirum to the liberty of the community — Justice
should keep the scal[e]s in even suspension — & the poor mans rights ought to be defended & protected with
the same earnestness & deliberation as his delinqu[e]ncys are punished—while the rich mans evil doings ought
to recieve correction with the same degree of power & partiallity that the law alows him in the defence of his
rights & station — but alas when will that be

Our present laws defend the propertys of the great but they often leave the propertys of the poor man to the care
of providence alone®
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There are many great speech makers who rave much about liberty but the good of their country seem as a carpet
for their oratory to trample on when in power . . . I think every man of common sense must easily percieve that
a man who earnestly wishes & endeavours to make others believe as proselites what he himself fancys to be right
& threatens his audience with ruin in this world or dam[n]ation in the next if they cannot believe so wether he
be called a divine or an orator no matter for I say I think it is very percievable to common sense that such men
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only want power to be equal to the greatest tyrants that ever existed & that the basest deeds would not be blushed

over to attain their ends tho burnings & bloodshed were the price of its attainment””’
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THEDD BRI O, 205 & ABIZINE TORSHEALEMBEIS b LVHENIE
LW Th Y, BRI R ->TH, BADOBRERO-DIIE, ROBRELELITHEILSLZ L 4L
FITHAIZLIIRBE LB EKDDBEIETHL L),

“The Summons’ TiE, [F1%] (ruth) %FE5RKOMHE [RITL) (self interest) (ZEbNBIER 5D
LR JPRCEHTH TS,

Then the old man passed a prison

& in passing made a call

He thought the folks in such a place
Were knaves & robbers all

Yet he found to his supprise

What he knew not all his time

That those sent there for speaking truth
Exceeded those for crime

For politics were running high

& noisey was the storm

Of those who managed state affairs

& those who wished reform

The ship of state was deemed a wreck

& savage were the broils

For some said those who manned her deck
Were those who shared her spoils

& those who nothing said at all
Were still suspected sore

& they who nothing said but truth
Were suspected much the more

& the old man sighed for pity

That worth should want esteem

But vowed that every knave ere long
Should serve on board with him®

EANIERERT, LRAOELIND, BEEZE DL THRENZELLOEMBEZ N LEPDTHS.
bEDLLoLRRIIZNTLOECHREEZ MO, HEDAEFH - LRRIISHIZV -2 HEE NI
72, COEANR, TOROEEVEREFEETLLHICE, [RhADW] (pity) 2% T 5. 7205, BR*E
FIRMNBELLIIMb 2, EREV) COMETHFERIHTHA ) ZL 2. WELLEUBUER:
HIZEIR &) WBARY SHERO DI HTHL ) L THH:HTH S, ZOFIHXDI LKL, RO &
VT D B

He(the old man) took the seat & said
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That they lyed like evil elves
& by wishing well their country
They only meant themselves™

ﬁﬁf:%‘i%,ﬂg&, /J\éwl&#%t%@‘tﬁtl%ﬁu’éo‘/‘tt, [QE]@&‘%%‘%%‘%T%CU:JZOT, Qﬁ}ﬁﬁ'aﬁﬁ
KEeBHLTWALETTHo . BUADHFIZ BT O HAMKPITHOERIC 2o TR B0/ LB AIIERT
5., TOEILHREGLTI LTIRI ) BRD.

I wish to see some one become the champion of the poor so far in disinterested honesty as to forget his own
interests & partial[i]tys {in the anxiety} of bettering himself & his class by attempting some simple plan for
bettering the community at large™

HELELTYUBETLDIChbYRT T, BELFHZRADLILIZE ST, HIEBHEHSOMRRESET
HIERLELTAELS THOBHOFREADNE] 2SN IEEEFITLOLWVEES % o7z, BROMH
BELRBAADPBNAZLEE 7 LTIIEZELTCWS, FLTHIHEEHCOBBRIZOVWTRD I ICHBIEL TV A,

I am not a member of parliment but 1 am the representative of an increasing number of constituents who look
up to me to represent their wants & protect their interests & welfare because they are unable to do it themselves

— I must therefore begin to act in their interests as well as speak for them®’

MIRESHEETRLZWY, EAZ Lo TV CEBMERORERETH . HO RIS ORI 2FL, %
LOFPREERERET HDT, RICHELZHLoT5, LELLIE, BOBETENEZTHEIENTELV)
LTHDH., TNWZRIIES 2T 5 LS OFIRO-DITE LG R E L b v, ThHds LT
DEGELZHRTHA L) ILBDRE, 7L T1R, [ERHIZEIE S DEHBNVSA, HEWMIES LY L
MOBICHNTIHLZAEEHESIED o TR WD 7] (The poor have many oppressors & no voice to be heard
above them) @ &) A%, 29 LI-KEERICE > -l %# 2 TH72\. Jonathan Bate i, [BHE 7 L 7HMAIZd
FLTHEL/ODTH-72] (Violence was what he(Clare) hated more than anything else)™ L&FL T\ 5, ¥
DIZODREDFRN L ENEHET B2ODBFORNE LB/ VTIRBELL. i, ThHZo0R)
PENS B [HENFE] (destructive agendas)™ % b o THETA L7 L TICIdbY o TS TH B,

BINE, 77 AEGOL ) RRNCLLPEGHPEETOIRI S Z & 2HRIILEL Tz, T 2K
18311 A3HDT 4 7 —550HMT, [RIZEMZRLETREZLLVE LR ] (God forbid that I
should live to see a revolution)®™ & HWTW5A, B LWHHE L EE Lo, & CICRERACHT 2RI
RTOANAD [HH] 28> L7z, HEOFLVBIEISHL 7 LT, 1720605 1785 E 1 CHEDHHE
ILE > TOHREHRLS D [HEREBFE] "D/ AINVITERLTWE, 7L T7HHHEILTEDIE, 20
HD 1793 05 1BISEIINTTRIFELBICE o TOREFR L VDI LB TH L. LA oT, HLAE
FNTLHARRIHEAT A EVIBTR I LTREFHTHE LV H06 Lk, ZORFHED 21
74T 43Xy b (William Cobbett) MR 5 ZEERD LV IdBELBBZIRLTVAE, aXy FO#
WMEBNORED?S, [FRE D767, ZhdbfHo135 2 LD4wi#] (areform that would do good & hurt
none) &\ AL 7 L 73BT S. TOBBEOERIE, wUT Y v—Y 2 b TERLAPEBGENEDR
MHoTw, 7 L7 OFERIAIL Alan Vardy (2 S UE, TREDORD EERIC L ARIPINEDL-DORENHL
DICHFEL2VEERLYWEMD ) H:E] (a middle path towards meaningful reform free of both mob violence
and violent state repression) ** D= & THAH. TOBUANHIEIX [T D7V BUIANFEE 2 BIETEE~D Bk
L BHERDPFIZHE LW T (to locate the fugitive ‘political good’ in a ‘common sense’ call for constitutional
reform) ™ LW FAE TH S, 183246 AICH LV EBEYWERVER T EBLA. TOZLIE, axy b
EoTiE B LBBMINEBRIOEFEHEL] JLIChBH, 7L TI2L o THAOEFRITELHILEE
BRL7z. 28751, John Lucas 258484 5 & 912, BEEREILL - T/ LT ERLBRIZBT AL DRER
BZOHEDPSHRENBEZ Ll ko b THE, ¥
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(4)
RZEICZVTHRGEV) bDEERELTEDL S ICHBL TO I RTBE 2,

Politics may be said to be an art of money catching — the terms Wig & Tory & Radical are only distinctions
between the actors in the play—their discourse is of their country but when their parts are done we see they only
meant themselves™’

(BB BEEWERLFEMTHLEVZ LY. KA 9T, b= —, FF4HINEVSFRIZRIIBIS
BREIZHLOMOXFZTIST ER ., S DB S DREIIDNTOEDTH LA, HoODEMFHALL &,
BOREDI LT o TWIZT ELRVEW) T EPbhbiilidbrs | EEEFFL, 7L TIIBUAR LBUAD
HRAPFICE bR TV B Z EDFHEWRLTWD, RO L) ITHHERTVS,

I fear these tory radicals these out of place patriots (or parrots) who are so loud in their insults against the present
ministry only want to make paddles of the people to sail into their harbours of old sinecures & then to be again
themselves they will be as silent of suffering people & all such alusions — as an old maid is of her age or an

old borough monger of common honesty"”

(REOEBE LDV L TREFEIHEFL TV A INSD M=) —ROEEFEHED, Thbb
INGRBHPOFEZZL (HHVIITTLLDL) IREPOHEZES T, ENOEMARERE V) B#EICA
LW THDL., Fhhn, SUROWMICRS 202, HOSBABELLOILRHARHNDHT
CSTNIEDVTRLEATNEZIDILTHS ). BEFATOERIZONT, HEVIETENLEERTHETS
HPPREOEE S IIOWTROZMAIL TS EHIZ] LV OB TO—FHOERTH 5%, [EHEOHRT
DOFIS] (political self-interest) ' %2 CEERL 7= 7 LTI D &L ) ICHHAROFS T35 & 455 - IR %IR8 L
W5,

ZVTHRLORRIEZIE, HOOEFIKEL L 210 & CGRFREEZE LA LIZDOVT, Bate
27 L7 % [REIRLOIRIIZ DOV T OB L5975 (an astute analyst of the contemporary scene) * Tdh o7z &
FEL, TBUAHMFEEIIBVTEY. > T2 0, HOBMOWM S MO TH 5] (Itis the clarity of
Clare’s thought and the independence of his spirit that stand out in his political writings) *' L FrL TV 5. RN
DIEBMrLGRELT, JLT7HRRD [FH] Lo TiE-/Z &Y, [REITKETH %] (the people are
eternal) "' LWV EDEFEEIETVTVS. ALWEA, IR, AT IIHHEES, KEHLLoIRsN
LREDLENRT L7 LT OEE, [HAPLIEHE LTOFHEDSDONE] LT, [EETAH]
(a subversive force) * % & o7 [ExiEMI% 7] (political voice) * THolzb Wi 5.

=
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