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Policy Analysis of Measures Taken Against
the HIN1 Influenza Virus of 2009
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POLICY ANALYSIS OF MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST
THE HINI INFLUENZA VIRUS OF 2009

Shinya UENO

To prevent influenza epidemic, international efforts have been made and various
domestic systems have been established around the world. However, although
decrease has been seen, virus transmission has rather globally accelerated, in large
part due to an increase in the number of itinerant people.

In order to utilize knowledge gained from medical and pharmaceutical studies to
defend the society and benefit human beings, technologies for development of new
medicines and treatment techniques and studies into infection prevention systems of
basic technologies have been merged as in an integrated system. To apply such
technologies in the real world, effective policies need to be developed. However, the
implementation is affected by the political process, which is formed by opinions of
experts and the heavy influence from mass media and influences politics in its turn,
creating an intertwined relationship in the cyclic processes of policy-making, policy
implementation, and policy evaluation.

How can the society respond to threats from unknown infectious diseases such as
the new, more virulent types of influenzaor to other situations beyond our
anticipation? Is it possible to make better policy judgments by utilizing expert
knowledge and a wisdom that prevents public opinion and sentiments from running
wild? Like other natural disasters, epidemics require serious attention and
preparation. After all, when surrounded by media coverages that can easily become
frenzy but cooled down just as easily, and overwhelmed by various subjects both
jocular and cruel, can citizens act in a socially appropriate manner? I would like to
reflect upon the chaos caused by the HINI influenza from the perspective of the
social sciences and consider the relationship between scientific technology and
society. How to develop policies for preventing infectious diseases such as the new
influenza, which have great risk of causing tremendous damage is an extremely

intriguing topic.
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