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THE FEATURES OF POLICY
OF SINGLE-MEMBER CONSTITUENCY CANDIDATES
FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTIONS
IN KUMAMOTO PREFECTURE, JAPAN

Chihiro OKAWA

What politucal stance do candidates for members of the Diet in Kumamoto
Prefecture, Japan hold? This is the research question explored on this paper. Using
data from the Asahi-Todai Elite Survey (ATES), of which sample is politicians,
I analyze positions over the basic policy (Small government, Government
expenditure, Public projects, Collective self-defense, and Constitutional revision) and
the priority issues amond the Liberal Democratic Party and the Democratic Party
politicians who were candidates for from 2003 to 2009 Lower House election. Data
from the politicians in kumamoto prefecture are then compared with the national
average. In conclusion, although the single-seat constituency candidates of
Kumamoto consider the local situation to some extent, they show the own policy

position fundamentally based on the national tendency.
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