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The First Person

B Vo

A Japanese translation of G. E. M. Anscombe, “The First Person”, an important article
on the topic of the self. Anscombe argues that if “I” is a name it requires a conception, i.e.
a way of being given, of the object referred to, through which “I”” refers to the 7, but that
we can find no such conception. Then she points out that “I” can make no reference failure
although such regular referring expressions as names and even demonstratives can ones,
and concludes that “I” is no referring expression, there being no such thing as the self.
Anscombe goes on to say that “I am E.A.” is then not an identity proposition, but that it
implies the verificational relation between her I-thoughts, such as “T am standing”, etc., and
her body. Finally she asserts that I-thoughts are unmediated, “subjectless” conceptions

about that body which one is.
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Masaharu OtsuJgr (trans.)
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