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ANALYSIS OF THE PERCENTAGE OF VOTES OBTAINED
IN THE 2012 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION
IN KUMAMOTO PREFECTURE, JAPAN

Chihiro OKAWA

This paper analyzes the votes in the 2012 general election in Kumamoto
prefecture. In single-member districts, the LDP (Liberal Democratic Party)
candidates widely gained votes in constituencies and won steadily, and 1 JRP
(Japan Restoration Party) candidate won the district. In contrast, the DPJ
(Democratic Party of Japan) members, and candidates who had left from the DPJ
struggled under strong criticism to the DPJ Administration. In proportional
representation constituency, the LDP gained only 30% of the votes. But the
development of electoral cooperation between the LDP and the New Komeito was
found especially in the rural districts, and the effect of SMD candidate nomination
to the PR vote share, which is known as “the contamination effect”, was confirmed
to some extent. On the other hand, the DPJ mired in a slump in the whole
prefecture. The third force parties showed different results. The JRP won the second
place, benefited from the contamination effect, and Your Party grew certainly from
the 2009 election. but the Party of the Future was sluggish. Traditional leftist
parties like the Japan Communist Party and the Social Democratic Party of Japan

were also weak.
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