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The first construction involving a preverbal géi phrase whose noun phrase is neither an
indirect object nor a benefactive involves the verbs kdn ‘see’ and ting ‘hear’ , usages in

which it conveys a special meaning of allow to see and allow to hear."’ For example:

(1) qing ni géi wo kan néi — bén shi
please  you to I look that — CL  book
Please let me look at that book.

(2) wo chang — g¢ géi ni ting
I sing — song to you hear

T'll sing for you to hear.
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A Review of the Chinese Causative-like Constructions with the
Marker “gei” -with a special reference to lexically reflexive verbs

Mengjuan LI

Of the multifunctional usages of the Chinese verb “gei” , this paper examines apparently
causative constructions in terms of the verbs of the caused event. The lexically reflexive verbs,
initially proposed in Japanese linguistics, are known to allow causative-like constructions wi
th “get” in Chinese. These verbs are divided into two classes: the pure reflexives vs. non-
reflexive verbs with reflexive usage, which is precluded by “gei” as the marker of the
indirect object. Substitution of “gei” with the beneficiary marker “wei” results in ambiguity
between reflexive and non-reflexive readings of non-reflexive verbs. Examination of corpus
data shows that “gei” , unlike other causative markers, occurs only with verbs of lower

transitivity including reflexives.
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