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Effects of Instruction According to the Cognitive Style of Students with Learning

Difficulties:

Findings and a Future Vision from a Learning Support Classroom.

Takashi HosHikawa

(Received October 1, 2013)

This article was designed to introduce the findings obtained from the instruction provided in the Learning Support

Classroom of Kumamoto University since it started in 2005 with the intention of suggesting direction of future

research. In the learning support classroom, students’ cognitive style were measured through the use of various

assessment methods after which, students received instruction on the basis of the identified cognitive style. Results

show that the use of cognitive style based instruction per subject particularly in the area of learning Kanji was proven

effective. In addition, the instruction according to cognitive style conducted both in the individualized instruction and

regular class group instruction was found effective based on the findings from questionnaire and Working Memory

Test Battery. In conclusion, the cognitive style based instruction will likely to spread out more in regular classes if

teachers are able to identify the students’ cognitive style within a short period of time by selecting a question item

and a test item in a more prudent manner.
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