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What is “meiwaku”?
— Consideration about the situation in which elderly people express
“to cause others ‘meiwaku’” —

Misao Oshima

In our aging society, it is important to think over the relationship between elderly people and
their families. Elderly people often say, “I don’ t want to cause my family 'meiwaku’.” In this
paper, I will discuss what they mean by the expression of “meiwaku” as well as the definition
of the term, “meiwaku” . According to a current Japanese dictionary, “meiwaku” means an
annoying situation that is caused by others’ behavior or problems. Although much research
has been done on social “meiwaku” or “meiwaku” (NIMBY) facilities, “meiwaku” in those cases
is considered as repellence, precaution or eviction request. “Interdependence” will become more
and more important as our society with fewer children is aging more and more quickly every
year. We need to try to find solutions in which nobody feels that she/he is causing others

“meiwaku” or that she/he is “meiwaku” for others.
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